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You wouldn’t know it from walking around Cairo today, but there used to
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20th century, this 80,000-strong community was a pillar of the country’s
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ou wouldn’t know it from walking around Cairo today, but there used to be a vibrant

Jewish population in Egypt. Throughout the first half of the 20th century, this
80,000-strong community was a pillar of the country’s political, economic, and
cultural life — and then it died out, collateral damage to the political and religious hatreds of

the past six decades.

Today, a film opens in Cairo that aims to explain what happened. "Jews of Egypt" is the
product of five years of work by director Amir Ramses, who self-funded the project with his
producer, Haitham al-Khamissi. I sat down with Ramses in a Cairo cafe, and he explained to
me that his documentary not only aims to explore the history of the country’s Jewish
community, but also to present a cautionary tale as Egypt goes through yet another period of

upheaval.

"There’s an attempt to narrow how you identify the word Egyptian: You have to be a certain
religion, and a certain sect in that religion. But then also you have to have a certain political

point of view, and an ethical point of view that matches what the majority thinks," Ramses

https://foreignpolicy.com/2013/03/27/what-happened-to-the-jews-of-egypt/#[1/15/2019 12:01:44 PM]


http://jewsofegypt.com/

What happened to the Jews of Egypt? — Foreign Policy

said. "The film states clearly we were Jews, Christians, Muslims...That’s how open-minded

we were, that’s how tolerant we were. I made the film as a warning sign to not lose that."

Ramses experienced firsthand how these ideas can still provoke government suspicion.
Egypt’s Culture Ministry stalled in issuing him a permit to screen "Jews of Egypt"
commercially — and finally, one day before the scheduled opening, he was informed that

there would be a delay because the national security agencies had asked to review the film.

"Let’s be honest, national security in Egypt has a paranoia...they themselves have this notion
that I'm trying to fight in the movie, where every Jew is an Israeli Zionist spy who’s working
against the government," Ramses said. "They’'ve been raised into this paranoia. Cheap

adventure novels, comic books, even history books in school orient you to this."

Ramses credits the subsequent public outery for his success in eventually gaining the
government’s approval to screen the film. But he still castigated the national security
apparatus and the Culture Ministry for what he said was an illegal attempt to censor his film.

"You just can’t be a police agency and break the law," he said.

Even after clearing the government hurdles, Ramses still faces an uphill battle in healing the
wounds of the past. The beginning of the end for Egypt’s Jewish population came in 1948,
when Egypt’s declaration of war against Israel coincided with a series of bombings in Jewish
neighborhoods and against Jewish-owned businesses — spearheaded, according to historian
Joel Beinin’s The Dispersion of Egyptian Jewry, by the Muslim Brotherhood. In 1954, the
disastrous Lavon Affair — where Israeli intelligence agents recruited Egyptian Jews to bomb
Western sites in Egypt in an effort to convince Britain to maintain control of the Suez Canal

— further heightened religious tensions.

The position of Egyptian Jews became completely untenable during the 1956 Suez War,
where Israel, France, and Britain joined together in an attack on Egypt: In response,
President Gamal Abdel Nasser’s government promulgated emergency decrees that provided
a pretext for the arrest of Jews without charge and the seizure of their priority. Many more
Jews were expelled or fled — in both cases, they were issued documents that explicitly stated

they would not be allowed to return.
"The rule is that if you left after ‘56, and signed [a document saying] you will not come back
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to Egypt, if they forced you to do that...you are still banned up until today," Ramses said.
"Which is stupid — we are at a point in history where we have a peace treaty with Israel,
where Israelis who are not Egyptians can come to Egypt with just a stamp on their passport,

while Egyptians who have never set foot in Israel...are still banned."

Absurd government restrictions, struggles over the place of minorities in society — it all

sounds familiar. The past is never dead. It’s not even past.

A DECADE OF GLOBAL THIN

THE PAST YEAR'S 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL THINKEI
| READ NOW

TRENDING NOW  sponsoRED LINKS BY TABOOLA

Wall Street Legend's The Internet Knows You
"Tech Talk" Shocks... Better Then Anyone And
Here’s Proof... Keep
your identity in check
before it’s too late

Banyan Hill

Download FigLeaf App

BY TABOOLA

MORE FROM FOREIGN POLICY

CoATOF AT
TS
)

it}

mmmmmm L IEITA ATTACKEDEY  ATTACKEDEY  WHYHMORE
Lol = AN TRET FRANCE AMERICA  ANCIENT THA
ol TERH B AL Lim CHINAT
=

- e
rarce iy sEEDs
gz S
i e DESERRE EANNED FROH

e DonEA e BDECER |- GAMMIBALISH
=T CALLED NLERA CENTRAL AFHIGAN

] oaLn P T e

B [t ] D coaua| | COMT? e mobend

https://foreignpolicy.com/2013/03/27/what-happened-to-the-jews-of-egypt/#[1/15/2019 12:01:44 PM]


https://foreignpolicy.com/comments_view/?view_post_comments=https%3A%2F%2Fforeignpolicy.com%2F2013%2F03%2F27%2Fwhat-happened-to-the-jews-of-egypt%2F
https://foreignpolicy.com/comments_view/?view_post_comments=https%3A%2F%2Fforeignpolicy.com%2F2013%2F03%2F27%2Fwhat-happened-to-the-jews-of-egypt%2F
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019-global-thinkers/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019-global-thinkers/
http://www.taboola.com/
https://banyanhill.com/exclusives/y-tech-talk-wall-street-legend-issues-strong-buy-alert/?z=1141926&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://banyanhill.com/exclusives/y-tech-talk-wall-street-legend-issues-strong-buy-alert/?z=1141926&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://banyanhill.com/exclusives/y-tech-talk-wall-street-legend-issues-strong-buy-alert/?z=1141926&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://banyanhill.com/exclusives/y-tech-talk-wall-street-legend-issues-strong-buy-alert/?z=1141926&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://landings.figleafapp.com/native?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://landings.figleafapp.com/native?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://landings.figleafapp.com/native?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://landings.figleafapp.com/native?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://landings.figleafapp.com/native?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://landings.figleafapp.com/native?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://landings.figleafapp.com/native?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/03/04/a-map-of-china-by-stereotype/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/09/30/china-africa-stereotype-map-chaotic-somalia-awesome-gambia/

‘What happened to the Jews of Egypt? — Foreign Policy

H
i

5]
|

5]

BB

unoETELOrTS EATROAST
e B0 HANY WARS HORKETS

A Map of China, By... Map: China’s
Stereotypes of Africa,
from ‘Chaotic’ Somali...
BY TABOOLA

latest

The Patriarchy Strikes Back in China
JANUARY 15, 2019, 10:20 AM

Don’t Let Ethiopia Become the Next Yugoslavia
JANUARY 15, 2019, 1:21 AM

As West Grows Wary, Chinese Investment Plummets
JANUARY 14, 2019, 5:40 PM

Give Peace With North Korea a Chance, but Remember Plan B
JANUARY 14, 2019, 1:34 PM

What to Read on Brexit
JANUARY 14, 2019, 12:18 PM

SEE ALL STORIES

1 Don’t Let Ethiopia Become the Next Yugoslavia 817 sHARES

2 A New Cold War Has Begun 3929 SHARES
3 Here’s Why Colombia Opened Its Arms to Venezuelan Migrants—Until Now

https://foreignpolicy.com/2013/03/27/what-happened-to-the-jews-of-egypt/#[1/15/2019 12:01:44 PM]


https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/15/the-patriarchy-strikes-back-in-china/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/15/dont-let-ethiopia-become-the-next-yugoslavia-abiy-ahmed-balkans-milosevic-ethnic-conflict-federalism/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/14/chinese-investment-in-the-united-states-and-europe-plummets/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/14/give-peace-with-north-korea-a-chance-but-remember-plan-b/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/14/brexit_may_leave_remain_european_union_vote/
https://foreignpolicy.com/category/latest/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/15/dont-let-ethiopia-become-the-next-yugoslavia-abiy-ahmed-balkans-milosevic-ethnic-conflict-federalism/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/07/a-new-cold-war-has-begun/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/14/heres-why-colombia-opened-its-arms-to-venezuelan-migrants-until-now/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/03/04/a-map-of-china-by-stereotype/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/03/04/a-map-of-china-by-stereotype/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/09/30/china-africa-stereotype-map-chaotic-somalia-awesome-gambia/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/09/30/china-africa-stereotype-map-chaotic-somalia-awesome-gambia/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/09/30/china-africa-stereotype-map-chaotic-somalia-awesome-gambia/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/09/30/china-africa-stereotype-map-chaotic-somalia-awesome-gambia/

What happened to the Jews of Egypt? — Foreign Policy

129 SHARES
4 The Shutdown Has Foggy Bottom in a Funk 1355 sHARES

5 As West Grows Wary, Chinese Investment Plummets 44 sHARES

voices

Welcome to Congress. Here’s How to Run the World.
STEPHEN M. WALT

Trump’s Foreign Policy Is Here to Stay
JAMES TRAUB

Turkey Is Lying About Fighting ISIS
STEVEN A. COOK

https://foreignpolicy.com/2013/03/27/what-happened-to-the-jews-of-egypt/#[1/15/2019 12:01:44 PM]


https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/11/government-shut-down-state-department-pompeo-trump-border-wall-diplomacy-chief-of-mission-ambassador-conference/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/14/chinese-investment-in-the-united-states-and-europe-plummets/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/07/welcome-to-congress-heres-how-to-run-the-world/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/stephen-m-walt/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/02/trumps-foreign-policy-is-here-to-stay/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/james-traub/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/12/28/turkey-is-lying-about-fighting-isis/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/steven-a-cook/

What happened to the Jews of Egypt? — Foreign Policy

ABOUT FP WRITER’S GUIDELINES FP GUIDES — GRADUATE PRIVACY POLICY

MEET THE STAFF PRESS ROOM EDUCATION CONTACT US

REPRINT PERMISSIONS WORK AT FP ACADEMIC PROGRAM - FP POWERED BY WORDPRESS.COM VIP
ADVERTISE/EVENTS SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES PREMIUM © 2019, THE SLATE GROUP

FP ARCHIVE
BUY BACK ISSUES

https://foreignpolicy.com/2013/03/27/what-happened-to-the-jews-of-egypt/#[1/15/2019 12:01:44 PM]


http://fpgroup.foreignpolicy.com/
https://foreignpolicy.com/staff/
https://foreignpolicy.com/reprint-permissions/
http://fpgroup.foreignpolicy.com/
https://foreignpolicy.submittable.com/submit
http://fpgroup.foreignpolicy.com/news
https://foreignpolicy.com/employment-opportunities/
https://foreignpolicy.com/subscription-services/
https://fpguide.foreignpolicy.com/
https://fpguide.foreignpolicy.com/
https://fp-reg.onecount.net/onecount/flexreg/displayform.php?utm_source=web&utm_medium=homepage%20footer&utm_term=academic%20services&utm_content=50%25%20off&utm_campaign=premium&g=0&form=161&pc=5EAH
https://fp-reg.onecount.net/onecount/flexreg/displayform.php?utm_source=web&utm_medium=homepage%20footer&utm_term=academic%20services&utm_content=50%25%20off&utm_campaign=premium&g=0&form=161&pc=5EAH
https://foreignpolicy.com/magazine
https://foreignpolicy.com/buy-back-issues/
https://foreignpolicy.com/privacy/
https://foreignpolicy.com/contact-us/
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit&utm_term=foreignpolicy.com

	foreignpolicy.com
	What happened to the Jews of Egypt? – Foreign Policy


	8tdGhlLWpld3Mtb2YtZWd5cHQvIwA=: 
	button7: 



