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April 30, 1993

Mr. Clement Soffer
President

Jou Jou Designs

525 7th Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10018

Dear Clem:

Please accept my heartfelt congratulations on the marvelous honor
being bestowed upon you by the Sephardic Council of Overseers of
Yeshiva University. Through your many and varied activities on
behalf of the Jewish people throughout the world, you have truly
earned the Distinguished International Service Award.

I am particularly proud to have been associated with you in many
of the activities which Yeshiva University is recognizing on this
occasion. As vice president of the Council for the Rescue of
Syrian Jews, you have worked tirelessly to gain the freedom of
the Jews remaining trapped in Syria. Through your valiant efforts
and those of the council over the past -four years, we have now
seen over 2,600 of the 4,000 Jews of Syria gain their freedom;
some of whom already are students in Yeshiva University’s
Sephardic studies program.

At the same time, I salute you on your outstanding efforts to
preserve ancient Jewish cemeteries throughout the world. Through
your efforts, the final resting places of the Jewish people in
Cairo, Egypt; Faro, Portugal; Pinsk, Belarus; Hamburg, Germany;
and Cochin, India, have been saved and preserved. For these
extraordinary efforts of love for the Jewish people, you,
likewise, are most deserving of this award.

Yeshiva University’s Sephardic studies program, which you and the
Sephardic Council have fostered in such an outstanding manner,
has ensured that the next generation and future generations to
come will be able to immerse themselves in the scholarship and
the culture of the Sephardic traditions. The support given to
this program by deeply committed Sephardic Jews such as yourself
is worthy of our gratitude.

I would like to recognize, as well, the other honorees at the
dinner, Nina Weiner and Elie Tahari. Their great accomplishments
and outstanding activities on behalf of their Jewish brothers and
sisters are a genuine tribute to their Sephardic heritage as
well.
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Finally, please convey my best wishes and congratulations to all
the assembled dignitaries, especially to Dr. Norman Lamn and the

leadership of this superb university.

yours

Lieberman
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Sephardic Council of Overseers
Yeshiva University
New York, New York

Dear Friends:

I am delighted to wish you my congratulations on the occasion of the
1993 Annual Dinner of the Sephardic Council of Overseers of Yeshiva
University. The programs of Sephardic education and culture that you have
developed at Yeshiva University play a critical role in ensuring that
Sephardic tradition continues to flourish in this country. Your good work
is responsible for the development of the next generation of Sephardic
leaders and is worthy of all our praise and support.

I am particularly honored to take this opportunity to salute the
outstanding deeds of a unique individual, Clement Soffer. Clem, who I am
proud to call a close friend, has long devoted his efforts to Jewish
communities in distress throughout the world. As many of you may be aware,
his efforts as Vice-President of the Council for the Rescue of Syrian Jews
have been instrumental in securing the successful exit of 2,600 hundred
Jews from Syria. Clem has also played a leading role in working to protect
cemeteries that have been threatened with desecration countries as far
flung as Egypt, Portugal, Belarus, Germany and India. He certainly is a
deserving recipient of your Distinguished International Service Award.
Chazak U'Baruch!

I would also like to offer my congratulations to my dear friend Nina
Weiner, and Elie Tahari, tonight's awardees for their meritorious
~ achievements. Their commitment is an inspiration to us all.

Again, my best wishes to all the friends and supporters of Yeshiva
University's Sephardic Programs gathered this evening.

Sinzerely,

CHARLES E. SCHUMER
Member of Congress
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May 4, 1993

Mr. Clement Soffer
President

Jou Jou Designs

525 7th Avenue

New York, NY 10018

Dear Clem:

Please accept my warmest congratulatlons for being awarded the
distinguished International Service Award. I appre01ate your
invitation to join you on May 18th when you receive your award from
the Sephardic Council of Overseers of Yeshiva University.
Unfortunately, due to legislative business in the House, I will not be
able to attend.

The result of your work as Vice-President of the Council for the
Rescue of Syrian Jews speaks for itself. With help from you, and the
many dedicated people who work with you at the Council, more than
2,600 Syrian Jews have settled in America. These 1nd1v1duals can now
enjoy religious freedom for the first time. I know that you won’t
rest until the Jews that remain in Syria against their will are able
to leave.

In addition, your longstanding commitment to the preservatlon of
Jewish cemeterles around the world has been instrumental in saving
many from destruction. Your hard work has saved Jewish cemeteries in
Belarus, Portugal, Germany, India and your native Egypt. Given your
work to help Jews around the world and to preserve our international
Jewish heritage, you have more than earned the award with which you
will be honored.

Please extend my personal congratulations and best wishes to the other
honorees at the dinner, Mr. Elie Tahari and Ms. Nina Weiner. Also
convey my appreciation to the leadership of Yeshiva University. I
look forward to working with you and Yeshiva in the future.

Sincerely,

Ll Zmn

Dick Zimmer
Member of Congress
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May 18, 1993

Mr. Clement Soffer
Vice-President
Council for the Rescue of Syrian Jews

Dear Clement:

Congratulations on receiving the Distinguished International
Award from Yeshiva University.

You have truly extended yourself to rescue the Syrian Jews.
Your persistent and effective advocacy, your tireless devotion to
the cause, and your willingness to do everything in your power to
help these beleaguered people has resulted in the successful exit

of 2600 Jews from Syria to date.
saves a single life has saved the entire world".

C. S. Lewis has said, "He who
Clement, by

these lights, you have saved the world several times over.

Further, your outstanding work to save Jewish cemeteries all
over the world from desecration and destruction should also be

commended .

As you yourself have observed, doing something on

behalf of the dead is one of the greatest mitvahs a Jew can do
because he or she does it without any expectation of thanks.

Mazel tov on this outstanding honor.

It is truly well-

deserved, and could not be awarded to a more committed person.

REPLY TO:

O 506 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 205 10-3002
(202) 224-4744

Sincerely,

O One GATEwAY CENTER SuiTe 1001
NewARk, NEw Jersey 07102-5311
(201) 645-3030
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FAX (808) 961-5163
Member, COMMITTEE ON RULES AND

ADMINISTRATION May 18, 1993

The Sephardic Council of Overseers
of Yeshiva University
1993 Annual Dinner and
Awards Ceremony
New York Hilton
New York, New York

Dear Friends:

It is a pleasure to extend my greetings to all attending the 1993
Annual Dinner and Awards Ceremony sponsored by the Sephardic
Council of Overseers of Yeshiva University. I regret that I am
unable to be with you for this special occasion at the New York
Hilton, but please know that you have my best wishes for a
memorable and successful event.

I am especially pleased to join the multitude in extending my
commendation to those we honor tonight for their efforts to
safequard and improve the human condition. Among the guests of
honor is a friend of mine, Mr. Clement Soffer. He, like the
others, represents the best of human nature. The honorees commit
their time, resources and energy to enhancing the lives of
others, often at great sacrifice or hardship. They gave their
all, without the promise of a favor in return.

Tonight, we are fortunate to return in the same generous fashion
the support, friendship and comfort the honorees have accorded to
others over the years. For all they have done, they deserve our
support, admiration and respect.

Alohd Shalom,

DKI:ngc
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April 28, 1993
Dear Friends:

T would like to extend greetings to all those who are
gathered fcr the 1993 Annual Dinner of the Sephardic Council of
Overseers of Yeshiva University.

I have bzen informed that among the prominent heonorees at
this year's dinner you will be honering Mr. Clement Soffer. Mr.
Soffer is well kriown for his efforts on behalf of world Jewry.
He is receiving = most deserving award for hie tireless elforts
in adveocating the release of 2600 Jews from Syria te date.

Mr. Soffar has ailso been involved in a rmajor sffoert <o stop
the desecrztion of Jewish cemeteries worldwide. As an important
leader in the Sephardic Jewish community, Clement Scffer has lent
hinself o many important causes. May he be blessed and continue
nis noble work for many ye2ars (o come.

Best wishes for an enjoyable evening,

Sincersly,

; A éﬁ*ﬂ'iﬂ!ﬁiﬁ

Mr. Herber® C. Debrinsky
Yeshiva Universicy

500 Wegt 185th Street
New York, Wew York 10033
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May 18, 19933
Daar Friends:

Tt is indeed a great honor to contribule this message of
cungxatularions ¢ the members of Yeshiva University's Sephardic
council cf Ovarseers on your annual dinner. As & sTalse ganatur,

T Lake greut pride in acknowiedging the aceomplishments of the
seople and institutions that make ours a dynamic comaunity.

gince its inception in 1981, the council has supported the
multitude of Sephardic academlc, cultural and serviecc programs at
v.U, aud hae provided senolarships te many of its more than 300
Saphardic students.

Gcur honorces this evening, clement Soffexr recipient of the
nistinguished International dervice award, Elie Tahari reciplient
f =ka Disringuiched Humanizarian award and Ninz welner zociplent
of the Award for advancement ol Higher Bducation for Saphardin,
nave each demonstrated, through years of hard werk, thelr
unenting dedication to the rectarment of Sephardic education and
spiritual life, i their respectivc synagagues and communitlas,
ghey have been a source of inspiration to us all. 1 wish them
fuck in future cndeavors.

May vou all enjoy ﬁﬁ%z nappy celedration.

DiH :mh



