


·A KING I8·---DEPOSED:

SIX FATEFUL HOURS
��gypt's new ho�s _tells msid.� story of coup that overthr_ew Faro� 

.. by �1;\JOR GgNERAL l\fOHA�mo NAGlJHl 

OJ\ J �J):,, 26 l\lajo't' General Mohamed i'ia· 
guib� commO.r)der in chief of J::gypt"s armed 
for.Qe&, i,tutled the world by arrnounci.Dg 

;thai Farou.k no lon3ea: was king. Now Gen­
trnl Na.guib hit$ re�·caled to Llyg the hitl,,er­
t.o untold e,tory of how :i. little band of umr 
offit.ers (we:.rlhttw a J>OWer{ul tyranny. Lff£ 
pre.trents the tt.eoount oe • h·ist..)_rjei1l d�\1• 
ment. It ht� o( e.out"K, the n1iliHlr)' junta':s 

In our Koran U i$ 1ai11e,1: 

as told to OA\'IO O01.:CLAS Dt::>:CAX 

YeM1-ion of the story .. re8rttillg io places its 
tner:o�r&' patriotic zcal-:1s,, fot example, 
in the general'• re-f'�t-enec to l�acl u� 0�n 
cnen•)' tbz.catcnhlg our eastern (ro.nticrs.." 

to the short time sinc,e tbe ooup. Na. 
guib•s n� .... - go,·e:rnmenl a_lready hss 8tArtod 
to cleli�·er on $0J.'l'\e of il.8 promises. Programs 
tor Juud n:f'orul, for reducing tbc htJC l()ad 
on the poor and for desnir\g op the con-upl 

"Th,11 1he KOrd wen1.forJh: 0 EarJh' f.1mll,,,o up 
Thy ,.,<tier, and O Sky.' wilhhold thy rain. 
��.away wiJh those who do wrong.u 

T
. HE seeds of our fi•ht for freedom were sown many, many

years ago. Now, 01�y now> after so much waiting have they 
burst into blossom. 

:we were a handful of rnen whose hearts were full of faith. We 
. w<:re also'me11 filled with the shame a.nd humiliation forced upo1\ 
·Us by the campaign in Palestine. We, as·the soldiers of our nation, 
had responded to that call to duty across the Sinai Desert. As patri· 
olic ¼'yptians we had marehtd to repulse an enemy threaten.ing 
our eastern frontiers beyond Suez. Then, while lighting upon the 
burning sands of the desert, we learned that the enemy was lurking 
not only in the night before us, but also was entrenched in ou.r 
cities behind us-traitors of our own blood. Weapons were deli,,, 
ered. to our tr<Jops, but minus vital parts. Ammunition finally 
readied our su1>1>ly dumps, but it would not fire. Medical supplies 
for our wounded. and there were many, came through to us in piti, 
ful quantities. Many items of field equipment, desperately needed 
by figl11ing men, never arrivro al all. In truth we were surrounded. 
Fears, which we had sensed m,ly vaguely in om peacetime barracks 
before the campaign, bec,une real. Now, for sure, we knew that 
those who directed our affairs ii, the campaign "·ere men -..:ho had 
sold themselves� their c<>Untrvmen and eYcn their O\\''O sons, to
the.devil. 

The infamy upon ,-·hicl, they had b,,en nourished and their own 
evil sm1ls encouraged them e,·en more 10 bC"tray their country. Yet 
it also, for the first time, b,·ought into heing small groops of officers 
united to challenge the traitors-men of Egypt determined to 
avenge their lost comrades and to deliver their homeland from the 
grip of those who so cruelly trafficked ";th their o,rn honor and 
the lives of their countrnncn. 

We were bitter that o'ur country should be kicked into the dust 
of the road. We decided to dedica

.
te ourseh-e$ to the rebirth of its 

Oignity. But even then we tried to change things before v.r $tarted 
to move. We circulated pamphlets telling tlw people how black 
our history had become. We tried to warn the king to regain his 

CON'rlNUtO ON N(XT P'AC:::C 

TIJf, M.Al\' WIIO LED TIIE COUP ,at for portroit (•pfH>sire) b)· l1rr. Pho­
togr.1;ph�r D.avid Dougl� Dun�n. who a.I$<> made th(' picrnres on the- fo\Jow0 

ing the pages. Afte( Duncan pho1ographeJ Nagnib it hiii daily pr-3.�·er (rigltl), 
the gcncNll spoke his thoughts on religlon. (•No man <"an he good �·l,o dots not 
keep ti> his religion,n he saiJ. 0We ha"e no qMrrel •,,:ich any religiou� grot.1p or 
&x::t. Jew, Christian :rnd Mos1em c.an aH live together here io Egypt in pace." 

old tt�ime ba�·c �fit under '-''•Y� ahd g('neraJ 
eloctiQn,$ hu·e h«:n promi..ed foe n�t Feb,., 
r·u•t'Y· But la!$t week there were sign& that 
the no�· i<:t1ders were hn�ing thei't' troubles 
-a $trike at some cotton mill$ nt..-.f AJe:t• 
antlria erupted. i.r.-.to Yio)ent riot*� and Gt:n• 
erul ;°'l;ng1lib v.nnolU\¢00 tho1t the. ccn&<,ri;:hip 
he hud ;)() proudly banned •ft�'t' the; coup 
would 110"'· ha..,e to be pai-tiolly ";il.npo�d. 





'l'l'AITE'iG FOIi l'llE.\IIER, :'<a,,"llih (l,ft) and oiJes mnd unde, portrait 
of fu;11l l farouL:·5 father. Naguibexpl.iin� th.st "'liile rittures of t'aroul: hne
been t.tl:en down, Ei:,';'·pt hu rid ilidf •:if liirn 3.i II pcr!on-nut the m<u-1..uclly. 

STORY OF .TH£ COCP CONTINU<O 

reason. 8111 with all or his power, with all or the e,·il behind him­
evil which pushed him, 1hen Mood beside him-the tyrant tried I<> 
crush the flame and lo put it out. His foul forces still continued 
their injustice. Ther fought virtue, protected ,ices, and the reign 
bceame a symbol or grar1, corruption and lu.,1. TI,ey crushed 1he 
reputation or G!YP• and they made this country -known as a part 
or the ..-orld not fit for independence or a proud clean life. 

.Yet our small voice still spoke out to defoud the counuy-foU 
or faith that in our hearts remained the strength to meet and Je­
fca1 the powers of evil. But 1he tyrant's cars were as of s19ne, , 
his eye:; as of ice. lie scorned these warnings an,1 called their • 
authors "children." 

Then a simple evenl look place. Elections for the general eom­
millee of our officers' club were held. 'Ilic king tried to dominate 
e,·en this part of our lives. His candidate, Major General' Hussein 
Sirry Amer, was a man considered by m•ny to be 101,lly unfit 10 
wear our uniform. He had been mentioned, time and again·, in con· 
ncction with 1he traffic of drugs a.od the illicit sale of state lands. 

· Manv officers wondered about his connection .. ;th lhc arms scan­
dal .;f the P,lestine campaign, We rejecred him ... •nrl the kin!,, 

'11,c king was livid, and his pride was hurt that there shoul,1 
exist in Egypt a group of men who would defy him. He reacted b)· 
intriguing 10 trap tliese soldiers •nd 10 elimin•te them. He ordered 
a general assembly of the members of the officers' club to change 
its:constitution, permitting his ..,jlJ t<;, prevail, Another def�,\I had 
been sulfered and it shattered-bis sense.of proportion. Jie plo1te,I• 

·::d�ter for al!-'!ho0oJ>P?Sed bi!!!.·Dri�n· by halred, be:d_issolvid'.'· 
·, the fairly elected General Committee of the club. This, too, was a 

simple issue. But it was now the bc;;inning of the en,I. 
\Ve soUicrs of Egypt looke<l to the heavens. We asked that the 

light of Allah show us the proper path 10 take. We prepared for 
something great. Then we lookc,l again 10 Allah, and asked, "When 
will it be-our �ay of struggle-our day of liberation-our day 
when You will shelter us?" 

Each day we worked with our units going through normal rou' 
tines and exercises. But each evening it was different. Small groups . 

. of officers met to decide the part}:ich woµld tal.e·wheri.Tlie Si_gri..:' 
•r1le.1r!c'd. n,e plan was sim_i,le an,feasy. yet strong and decisive. 
Al mc:,;ures were 13kcn to anticipate the steps the tyranl might 
take. The next rime he tried to impose his foolish, selfish will 
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STORY OF THE COUP COHTINUCO 

against the hesl interests of the country we woul,1 he ready. We :,.: 
lo?� �n oalh t�at ..-e would _lilx,rate the nation from tyranny, hu'<.$} 
m1l1at1on and disgrace-or d,e. . . 

, ,;,j \Ve ·called ou.rseh-es the Dobbat ti Ahrar, which means "The,�;;:; 
Free Officer&." Except for myself there was no man in, ·olvcd who �:-)1 
held rank higher than lieutenant colonel; most were junior officers-'; �Jl
None had any connection "ill, any political party or religious::'; 
group, like 1he Moslem Brotherhood. Plans for the coup were dis-.. -; 
cussed with me, then left in the hands of nine oRicers called th�,�­
Central Committee. Even I did not know ..-ho they all were, al�Aj 
though later, after I had been called to take onr as commander in" :::.l< 
chief, I learned that my liaison contact man had been one of the ·� 
Commiuee, Thus, in times when the tentacles of the tvranl wer?' · · 
e,·erywhere, ma.i:imum security was achie\'ed. Yet at that time 
swore oo oath of secrecy to protect us and our plan. \Ve·depend 
upon the honor and iiioral dignity of each officer in\'ol,ed. 

..t 
TIIE GENERAL -S FOU.OWERS ho« a ;:r .. c alfec1ion for him. In t 
picture 81 ler1, a Suda·nete c.aptsin SuF,geStS a ncw·insignia for 1he oout s� 
caps. Two grie\·ing "'Omen (oentet) bring him a &ad reminder of the- Pa��r 

�it�me; '\'Ou��f. JO, "'·ho likes W;;c:n haB all'1 whom Na;::n�b��;c:;":: 
boj"; ind .\ti. )2., _-ho is a sh:arpshot with in air rifle. Naguili', wife;. by Mo�­
ie.� �U-$1om, doe:.s not m.11.c poblic sppcar�rnC<:$. His daughter died la.st yc:ir. 

�: 
As die mo,·ement �rcw we did check most carefully upon each 

man before takini: him into our fullest confidence. As in all na-
1ions and all artnics, tlwre were some who could not be depended 
upbh ·until ,.-e had assured them <Jf �icrory. E,en of your own 
RevolutiQti in )j7� it has heen written that only one third of the 
poptilaiionlif the Colonies was willing 10 risk rebellion "ich riRes . 

· Al lower. levels contact was made only �,directly with the man. 
. No nien'tion was made of any actual plan, nor of the officers of the. 

Cent�ltCommince "·ho were at th.:at moment mapping t\·ery mcwe 
10 be made when the opportunity olTered. Instead, our elTnrts were 
direc1cd al inspiring each man, preparing him morally for tlie day 
•·hen he might help break the grip of the tyrant who was strangling 
Gur profession-and nation, 
. The actual j>lan of liberation drawn up by the Central Commit­

ICC in,·oh•ed ,·cry few ,ncn, for there was no real e1iemy as there is 
in b.,ule. It was only a matter of seizure of key points within the
military, then of replacing highly placed officers of q�estio�•b!e 
sympathies ,-;11t carefully selected personnel. Other pomts w11hm 
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�,iru• they arc aunt and mother or a man who Wa$ killed while seoing beside 
-�1N�ib. At right. &D amputee rushes up and embraces him. F .. gypt's "slron� 
; man:' amilcd shyly, said to Duncan; "Thi& is one or rny bo�·s from PaleHiuc.' 
. . 



1/� .... il.t_ 

A CAMEL COHrS VETERAN, N•guib inspects the mount.$ of the Royal 
Frontier U>rp� :at their dturt bas.c outtide. Cairo. He once commanded this 
omfil, and ah hough he inspected e..-erything ..,.;,h a tough� brusque efficicncr, 
he "lso kept st<>pping to greet old comrades by name. Mo1t were enlisted men. 

STORY OF THE COUP CONTINUtO 

PUOLIC REL\ TlO:"'iS claims N.aguib'� sttention at Hart of bus'" morn in .... 
H,cre his. efficient sldc stand! br "'·hi le Naguib auto�aphs. pittt1re f�r £gyp1fa� 
new�p3pcr. He has jt1s1 finished hi$ breakfast of tea: yoghurt. bread and water. 

J STORY OF THE COUP co•T•Nuto 

I upon lhem. Small groups �f officers of their command were mov• 
I in• all o,·cr Cairo. They waited. 
! 1n the Master Plan 1he city of Cairo was dirided into four see­
! tors. To each sector the Central Committee assigned one team of 
j four officers and two enlisted men. Each team had one jeep and 
, one hea,1·-duty .closed van. As the first objective of the Plan was 
l to deny command leadership to the troops of the army, especially 

the city of C1iro had to be isolated at the same moment to protect i the armored •?rps, i_t was the duty of each team to arrest desig· 
our flanks. By this time, too, we had local committees· of dedi- ' nated officers ID their sectors. The number of these high-ronkin2 
eated officers, by necessity re., in number, organized within �very officers averag� eight to 10 for each sector. Upon reaching the 
branch 'of the armed forces. Each corps (artillery, arm�i'; inf an- -home of each o!ficer, two of the free Officers were to enter 1he 
try) was represented, as were the air and naval forces. 'All i-·ere • ho11se to make _the arrest, whi_le the other two a11d the enlisted 
waiting for The Sign . All "·ere ready. - • · '· men sta)'ed below to cover the street. As each officer was arresled 

he was 10 be placed under guard .in the- closed van until a clean 
sweep o_f nll designnted-officcrs ' in the sector hnd been made. 
After clearing the sector they were to be ta�en to the barracks 
;ec1ion of the Militnry Academy and 1here detoinc-d until the 
entire Plan had been carried out.·. '\Vhen Z-Hour s1ruck these. 

Crises spm· the co,ip 

T
HE!'\/ two crises struck the country · in rapid succession. Hus­
sein Sirrr (ex-Pasha; all such title,; have now been abolished), 

one of the true moderates in Egyptian public life, was asked by 
die king to assume the office of prime minister and to form a cab­
inet. That was on the 2nd of July. Perhaps because of bis knowl­
edge of the affection some of the men in our army are said to hold 
for me, especially the veterans from Palestine, he asked the king 
to appoint me as his minister of war. The throne rejected the ap­
pointment. Hussein Sirr)' refused to assume his high office and 
his •overnment fell on July 21. 

Ti',at same dar the throne asked Ahmed N3.e.,,ib el }Iilaly (ex· 
Pasha) to become prime minister and to form his cabinet. Pcrha� 
the signs of the times were reflected in . the appoi.ntmenl of his 
minister of war, Ismail Sherine, brother-in-law of the king and a 
civilian imposed upon the ·army with the rank of coloneJ, The 
members of the Cen1ral C-Ommiltee feh ii was not only a sign-of 
the limes, but The Sign from above. 

Orders went out from the Central Committee to every group of
Free Officers in the �')'J>tian forces. Zero Hour wos set for I :30 
the morning of July :.4. Then, because rumors of disturbances 
within the army had been whispered all over Fgypt for three or 
four days, it was decided to move Z:Hour, •up_o"!.e f)l!lAay, to 1:30 
of the 23rd. Allah was �iqing u_ s, fgr So/�;� : . .; . ; ·:, ..,:_;,,. ;. 

TI,e Master· pw, began to urifo1d:· fie ilietr-micstors, of the' 
desert, the young men of fgypt began 10 move quietly and wdl. 
They began arriving individually at their camps, with orders 10 be 
re:1,ly and in position by 2330 Tuesday night, July 22. 'Then, at 
2.300, word 0ashed to the Central Committee that there was good 
.reuson to belic,·e that 1he Plan had been disc.o,·ered. A younE ofli· 
ccr, while leaving his home,. had been seen by two men whose
sympathies he questioned. 1bcy had stopped him for a monu-ut 
when they saw that be was armed. He fch sure that in his nervou,­
ness he had not given them sufficiently .casual answers to their 
equally casual queries. He was right. At that very moment tloe 
informers were contac1ing Lieut. General Hussein Farid, chief of 
staff of the nrmv. Bui the officers of the Central Commillee ha,1 
faith in their Plan, an,1 in Allah. 'llicy waited. Z.Hour was nC'lrly 
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plans worked perfectly. . 
Other units we;e rno,·ing all around Cairo when Z.Hour arrived. 

Phase One was in operation. Cordons of hand-picked troops sur­
rounded all army barracks. Tiiey were supported br armored cars 
which were in radio contact wi!h each other. It' ,<as imperative 
1hot all offic�rs be prevented from reaching their troops where 
they might give orders. The troops themseJ,·e; did not know that 
the orders 1hey were taking and executing ..-ere bcin" ,riven by 
�ree O_ fficers or 1ha1. they w�re participalin� in a eo11p.°The E;;yp­
uan st�le br_oadcastmg station, the central telephone e.xclrnnge, 
the Curo railroad terminal and the general he:idquarters of the 
£gyp1ian army all were occupied by infontry supported. by ar, 
m_or�d cars • . Tan4 were called in to doll!inate !lrat�c: P,oints . .
\\�thm tl1e city, and also to make a show of strength. Resistance · 
was not e.,pec1ed, yet a demonstration of power, and the sup: 
port of the armored corps, seemed wise in order 10 prevent any 
possible trouble. 

· · 
Cairo's oirfields were s�rrouoded by in(antry, also suppor1ed 

b)· armored cars. Thcr simply closed 1he entrances 10 prevent 
any undesirable persons from -getting into the fields. There were 
no incidents, and. the troops were remo,·cd at (000 that, morn• 
ing afler havingJtCreened the fields only durmo'. the rush hour. 
of •hr ""''� jo/��- �:��·,-, /:,> . .  ,,0, . -• ... ;._:<

,
"_;::-

-· 
.. A great stroke of lnck 

11' the meantime we had our first great stroke or luck. O,ief 
of S_taff Lieui. General H�ssei_n Farid. upon re(·civing the tip 

of lhe informers, ordered Briga,hef Hamm Hishmat. commu111l, 
er of the_ armored corps, 10 im·estigate any possible disturbances 
among his. men: Ins1ead of t�lepho_ning: or issuing an)' warning 
or alert, the chief of staff played nght mto our hands. Hishmat 
was captured as soon as he approached his troops' barracks, then· 
was locked ID the mess. The Cairo area commander, Major Ccn­
erol Ali Naguib, my own brother, was arrested in the same manner. 
11,c chief of staff himself was arre5ted in Iris general headquarters; 

(:OfrcTINUlO ON ,.AC:t IU 

'J'm; AH�IY TAKES ()\'t:H as jeeps and tanl:., roll Jown a Cairo stre,t. The
eoup s1arttd at midnight, and b� the time tho peop1e awoke. it was all O\'<'r. 

·STORY OF THE COUP COHTINU(O 

after token resistance had been p�t up by iiis sentries. Two men 
were but slichth· wounded. Tiiere were no other shots fired in 
the capture of Cairr,. 

One inei,lent in Phase One raised a considerable problem for the 
officers of the Central Committee as soon as the,· knew that their 
Plan ,.-as working. ·niey wished 10 notify the foreign missions in 
Cairo d1at there was no cause for alam1, that the operation was
just a long o.-enlue housecleaning by the E,,ryptian armed forces. 
But being relati\'ely jw1ior officers, none had had any direct con, 
tact "ith any of 1he foreigners. Then one offirer remembered an 
American he had mel socially some time earlier. Thus, Assisi, 
ant Air Attacl1e Lieut. Colonel David Evans, of tht American 
Embassy, was the first foreigner to.be notified by the Central Com­
mi11ee of 1he coup. It was known that Mr. Jefferson Caffen·, the 
American ambassador, was in Alexandria, the summer eapitai. Had 
he been in Cairo, even though none of us. knew him, we would 
ha,·e advised him personally, to reassure him, for he has �en one 

of those men who has gi\'CD his whole !,eart to his work here in 
Egypt, and-in my opinion-has become known as the best 
American ambassador we have ever had, 

Call that ca01e too late 

,tN incident more amusing than serious occurred at 0-100, 
f-\. Wednesday morning of July 23. I received a telephone call 
in my quarters from the officers of the Central Committee. They 
were re�uesting 1ha1 I take over as commander in chief or the 
Armed forces of Egypt. I had just accepted when the telephone 
rang once more. h 1<as a long distance call from Alexandria, from 
Mortada el Maraghi, minister of interior in the cabinel of Ahmed 
Naguib el Hilaly. He said that he had heard reporis of strange 
acti,·ilies in Cairo; would I please go out to sec if it mighl be in­
lcrpreted as anything serious, then report back to him if it seemed 
necessary. I assured him Hader Afe11dcm (Aye, Aye, Sir), then 
went out to take command of the cou1>- It really seemed like a 
"·astc or money 10 call back, for �is cabinet fell that afternoon: 

At Oi20, Wednesday, July 23, it was ob,-ious that the Plan ha<l 
succeedcJ. Cairo was under the complete control of 1hc Free 
Officers. Everything was quiet. Thus a broadcast was made in my 
name orcr the F..gyplian State Radio Sta1ion, telling the population 
of the coup, warning any possible troublemakers that my troops
had or<lers to shoot on sight anyone seen looting or attempting 
ti"il Jisturban<"es, and reassuring the forei£ntrS in Uiro chat
their security and well-being were guaranteed. In order that there 
be no misunderstanding we requested that 11,e air force supply 
constant reconnaissance over Cairo, as of daybreak that first morn, 
ing. All roads leading into the city, from the desert and the delta, 
were under steady bbservation. Six heavy bombers circlcJ o,·er­
head. Fliqhts of fighter jets shrieked o,·er the minarets or 1he city. 
It was a st1ow of strength, just as we had made with the tanks, but, 
like the 1anks, 1he planes were all armed and combat loaded. 
Phase One was finished. 

Phase Two began immediately. A list of demands was trans, 
mitted to the throne, the most important of which was that Aly 
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lU·:<;�:�TS 1•'01{ THI-: �t-:w Kl="G •. h·ho ii. ooh· 7 momhii oltl. are, left to ri� llt: Pri1\('.t: \loha,n�-t Al11lul .\1rmeirn, 3 .s-cccmd (',u1.;.in to fnrook, �1 .. . wa.,;, thi�J 1n linc- for the throne: Dr. BahtitJdin Bar�L:.11, r>0litir.:.I indc'pe.rHle"' aud juri-,t: Cofoncl )loh..imol R.1�h.:1d lfth3nna, one of �3F.11_ih',;, rnili12n··f:roup. 
STOllY OF THE COUP CONTlhUCO 
�bf 1cr (cx-Pa�ha) I,..:: namt.-<l prime mini:t('r, for he alone was thought cap:1hlc of clc.anslrtf? our �m·en1111e11t. h :.,lso or1.lercd •!ml a clcanur he made at the top lc\C•ls of the ;i;nny, 1h:it the const1to­tion be retaine<I and applicJ an,I th:.11 1he (•1uour;1�c around 1hc court he <·je,·ted. Nc,·cr bt•fnrc was the throne so prornpt when 1lealing with the army. AluneJ \a�ui� el Hil>ly's cabinet rr11 that ,1fternoo11. l...s than :!.J hours aflcr ,·c1mim.� into offil"e. !\h· )fa.her was .islt"',I to t�1lc nH·r the ollic-.e of prim; minister. \\ t kne\ .. ' then. for the lirsl time. that tlll' power of che tyrant had bcr.11 ht•aten. 1�1te that ni :!hl of Juh· ::n. :m.-1 in 1lie (';1Th· hours of the 2,hh. the C.-r11ral CN1•111it­kr arl.J I ,li·ri1lc.··�J 14) maJ..,� a final effort If\ ri,t f.:,e-n•• of her ill$ liy �()in;.: rij!hl to tlse sourn· it$t."lf. \\'t l't�oln,1 to march on Alc�an·driu and dri,c Farouk rrom the throne. llv 0700 tlaat Frida,· morning or the 25th. the officer in,char�e or ptan·s and opcrations'or the CCntral Commiuee was in A1ex3ndrfa sc·outinp: the terrain for the sicµe· of the dt�·. It was not �hen kt1(1\\'t\ in wl iic:h of the.· l\\'O royal palan--s. )lnntazah or Ras cl r1n, rlu; kin� mi;.:ht be fou111I. En·11 tlie pn$sil,itit\· that lie might he lfr· in;.: in the ro�·;il wiu;.: of the:- r<'sper1ed F11.1d Ho5pilal (where he i;.-,rnt'tinws n·tirtd tn c.�njoy himself) ,,·;1! in\bli;:ated. Iii' was found in H:)� d Tin P;ilac-e. but tn makr sur<• that there be no s1ip. a1 the final moment. plans "·ere- made 10 la�· sie�e to hoth pala<"t:s. Phase Three b�,u,. At noon I Oe"· tn Alexandria. Aly Maher had been sworn in as prime minister. My troops were c:Pnstantly arrh-ing. by rail .and road. from Cairo.-Tl1t• army garrison of° Alcx· an,lria ''�-� with us. ThNe "'·as neith<"r �:sh<•la!:e nor intc-rfer('n<'e or arn liud. Z<·ro llour ,,a-s, i111rwl c.-...l f()r t!tat �rtt-rnoon. but :-om,•· or tli�· 11'rn1p� h· er,: d,•l;1� l'< l nn tlte ,Jt•:wn rn�1 ,I from Cairo. ::.o tl1t·. ti rm· wa::. s,d1d1(-..l 1<1 07:lO Satunlay. July :!6. lJurinJ,! that nii:11 1 ol Joh· :!.5 J\"' ,,f11,--ers ,,f thl' Cl'n1r,,I Committet� 1.lra fh·tl the fiual ul­tirn'a1\m1 tr. Faroul-. It ...,,1$ to Le handt"'t:I him �fkr my force:S l,aJ laid sic�c tn his p:dat·t· next mnrning. Z-l tour. �.1turcfay. July 26. fouru.i my trnt,ps ir'l position aJ,:ainst both .\lonta,,ah and Ros d Tin palaces. Farouk was in Ras el Tin. as our operntions olliccr had reporteil. ·n,e order or battle was th:it my tan�s fncc the p.1la�·t> ,,·alls. supp�)rtr.cl by infantry, suppnrl_l-.1 I,,. artiller\'. ::iul"h ,,N1.� the 1,laus. and so wt;>n.· 1lu�y to be ,·arn"1.I 1 1ut • • •  t·,···• ·pt fut' 0111..· fmall 1t1istakt.·-l,11t .! �.-. l1..1ppy <m,�. \u ofli,·,·r mi:"int l'l"l'ff'lt'II hii. or.lt·r�. lh· ft.·•I f,i:-, inf311rr�·111,·n ""' iu ftmrl ,,f his tau ks. \\ orsc. he kl'JII ,hh· �H1t·!11� his 11w11 in 

CONTINUlO ON PAGC tU 

Ot;SY 1•1u:�11EH. Aly �a.her. nnl1ei- t<l �·orl... follc,v<"'I J,v hi� r.al -inct. �·j i  319n�t 53�'-\ S.1.�uil,, "was thousht cap.1bJc of cle-Jn�in;; �ur gvH·mmtfu.' 
STORY . Of T�OCP COHTIHUEO 
sk.lrmii,h po�ition���misfake! He ft�:1,I nearly rc.";l(·lted: ��· har�m ·quarlN$ of lh��i:irh�·r ,,·h<'n pulat<' S<'ntric..•$ tn :l mac.•hili•· gun. poH turned arn.1 �w 1lu: ad,,·arwine, �oldi,·r:t. In du::ir txc.if(' meni tlu·�· firCtl ;1 fe)'· bu�t!. probal,I�· l,y a<"<'i,lent. al the offiie1 an9, l\i� 11u··11 ,\'ho. it i.s ::-aid. burrowt"•I l i l-.c asp:- into llw $and:'i:-01 the· follo,,·ing f('w minuks l<'ad sanF. a� th(• ,dn,I thr1,11"'h:- ,il1,· ,.;tar\: \-.·i1u1,:, ... s. �:inally. �111�· by :H,u1di11g alMu.-. ....-i1�·1 riu�p��1· ar!'llb ln front of ht$ men chJ the offi ,·t·r ftop th(· 5,hoot1n_;:. It n!,�­h;i:,·c b�en a �i�.l1t ind�c<l. Again it had hren onlr token rc.•sistarite. S,& enrnaltic$ for them . .  , tKO f.., u,-all "minor. But mafl· ot'or� impnr1ant. ii lf'fl no douht remair1i11� in 1,·rant Farouk's JajnJ about the natun' nr t1ur e:1rh· mr,rnin!.: cd!I. · �\ My_C-0111mand pojil dtJCin;z· this laiol "morning: w.-s in the somger serieral hc-3,lquarinS. at Mu!-tapha Pa�ha Barrat'k�. \r(• "·ere?i,1 con;tant ,,·irtl�� 3111..I teleplione fiill lal't \\·l1h tht· tri1ops. SiriC< Z-Hour ,11 o:-:�n all plug.s al 1ha1 cc111ral telephn11e i-Xt"'h�111�e laj.J been pulletl ,�,1 1l,n1 no .call� might Lt ma.Jr from thf' p�1kwe wllhoJ11 our Ln,n,1'-·, l�t�. Our uhima1tu11 "·as- lo ht· Jel i \'Nt':l l."· Prirnc Mill i�tN .\I; \biwr .11 t>'JOO. TJu;· lime lap�c of onL· an,! .. ,fw,half ho�­wa� quit,: inlL'rll i,111:d. for we fdt 1hnt it m! !!! l l  hr p3,·1·!1olm::iealh bc·nelic�i.11 ,01· F.:r.rnuk to h;.n·e s�me ti111t· fr,r· ,1 1111.·1 1h011_:.!i1t. •· ·f O\·l·rh('3,I Gh):oli'r �ktC·i,r and ck l laYillan(I \':1mJ•in· jetsi cariy­in� r11e-l..ci: ;,1.nil 10-inm l'�Hlll(•n. At'\,· ('OH�llnt ffl\'('r ou the tWo pa"t:.1c-f'.'.!'. ·\hn,· 1;" 1hcm ,,c.•rc· f1ifhts of four.en;!i u(' homhc·r� I�l with 1l1) 111nli ti()n homl,s. There WM radio air ,�rouraJ ('Ontro1At1 all tinl(•;-. \\·e ft•l t  that h,· mi;:ht  tr1· to ,lip ,;, .. w. either by�� or the ,J.-;ert roa,I to Lihy•. In <>Sc he tritd to cs,·•!'<' bf.:�r an<Hher night of Ha\ .. ·ker Furies w.:ig ,ilerted for i11iel'1'eJ)tic:m:J,te rcmainl"\I in his r•nl:ic:-e. ':;£ At O'JUO I ea lied upon th<- ftrime minister at hi, oflirial rt·,idei\:l,i:· in the IJ\,lkle)· quari.r of Ale,andria to gi,·e him the ultim.aJ9!' for tran�mi$sion to tf1e �in!?. :\]\' Maher wn11 to Ras <"I Tin Pa ancl ,ea; admitted immedi:11dy." I t  was then 0915. Saturday, 1i 26. I rc1urned to my c:-ormn:rnd post to await word from the f · mini;t,·r. Iii; eall came at L I OO. Kin;, Farouk had a,·,·eptrd., signl-..1 an ultim.1tum fiom tl1e Free OniC'ers of the �<Y)·ptian - f whid, ,lc,nande<l I) that he sigu his ahdicatic,11 of the thr �·ypt ,,. of 1200 hour$ thot same day. and 2) that he J,,»·c for<'''t?-1, as Of 1 800  hours that same evrning. I "'·ent immed�t 

STOIIY OF THE COUP CONTINU<O 

to '?' residency or th_e prime minister '? e:wninc the signalo�or ac�cptance on the ulhmatum. It was ,·nhd ancl correct. Farouk was fimshc,I a.� the tyrant or Egypt. Just before n•turnin;; to the residency with the uhim;tum Prime Minister Aly llaher sat "ith t"arouk in the Bab cl Malek (Gate_ M the _King) in R�s cl Tin Polace. Ou1$idc, in the st�t'.s; a surpnsmi;_tlung was taking place. A young Am�ricau, Robert �imp­�on, _the aide to Amb:,ssaclor Caffery. kept lrymg to force his wav m h1.s ��r throu�h my cordons around the p.1lace. He was JD.051 dctern1111cd. l_ga,·c �rders th_ at he he pennitted to pass. We kiiow 1 that he went 1mmcd1atdy to the Bah cl Molek. Farouk wns appar- : ently a heaten man. ". c know that both Farouk and ,\Iv Maher : "·ere s1ttinf alone siJe by si.,fe when rarouk motioned to tJ;e Amer. ir.an _anu said, "C�une. Co:ne. h·e ne,·cr heen so glad to see any. one 111 my ltfe. \\; c haren t much tmie. I hare two th in� I want you to tell your ambas»,lor.'' Aly llaher just sat there. with the t �me runnin� <'Ut, and saiJ not 3 wor1I. lie knew that our d':",llme .of 1200 was final. Then Farouk ad,lod, "'Ask "hirn if he w1Jl do c,·eryth111� )'"5Sih)e to sare 111V )ife. Jr he JO('$ will he : e(,n,(' to &iy goo.lb)···· Then the Am,·rii·an left. and Prii�e Minis- ·: ter Al�· M!htr returned to his r,.,;i,lenee 10 draw up the Jl"pers , of alxhc..111on. h _�cems rather str311E,te, rememhering how "'e felt } ah-out yc-.u Arnerl(·ans when many of your citizens were send� . afms and money to Israel, but now both tlu: throne and ihe;free Officers turne<I first to you. · ,� " ' 
Sttlule for the llmmc 

B
ECAUS� Farouk had b�en kin• or ft,•ypt until 1�'00 that dayj ,�c dcc11�- I tn ac�or� !mu full fi«·,nors upo�1 his dcparlur�:ooti heeau.c or h!.'n_as an uid,n,lual, but l,a,eause oJ our rcsp(•ct for· thel thr(,ne. At I 13;, forouk sent Qu•en ,'iarriman, his three ,bucl>ters · "!'d infont �ing �·uad I I  to the �· aiting royol yacht Mah'roussa. · bro':'k rc�ameal t)1s1de Ras cl Tiu where he stood waiting out.his• last Jc,-· n_1mutes . '!' £,,«ypt. With him were Prime Minister\\lyj Mal,er, l'nnccss ta11.a �ncl _hcr_hu,baml Ali Raour, Prince.. f'.a;nia j and her husban,I hma,I :Sh�r111c, 1l,c American amhassmloi-;·Mr.l J�Jfe�stlll Caffery,_�epn-sentmg all foreign missions in I:�ypt, , au<l1 h,s a,d,· •. Rol:rrt Stmps,,n. \Ve made no effort to place officers i,1 ithe km;.: s prt\·ate qvar1�rs of the pal.see at lhi� momcnl. 

j Far'.'uk saiJ go0<lhy to his sisters "·hile still in the polnce; then he. wtth Aly Malaer, Mr. Caffery, Ismail Sherine and Sim�"/f;. ,-·alh-J to the ele,�tor, rode down to the first ffO<lr and·wa!ke,{oilt� towarcl the royal,r-1er whcrt a l"Utter was w.1itinJ! to carry fal'Ouk ·to ! the ,\"1/irouSS(l. 1,e mp) slanJanl ,lipped an,) the palace baJ\J i pJaye,J 0Ur_ national an lhCII) _as he Steppe<) 0Ul upon the pier� (n; tru_e E:¢ypt1'll1 fasl11on tht fa11hful servants_ of the palace set' iifa lw31) of lament tlmt mu:-t h.a\·l' been '-ft:..ifemng 10 hear. O,·er it:all , 21 guns fired their partin°, ro,·al salute. 1. t M y  nlliters salut<-J as l,e passed slowly alor1;, the pier. Finally, al?ne. he 7tood :It_ the enil. ,b{'5s00 in the gleaming white uniform ol an a,l1111r,I or F+•ypt. He awarcntlr seemed 1<ithout emotion as he slol'MI th�re. Iii� eyt.-s wc;re on his wristwatch. Precisely at 1800 honrs he raised lus eyes, stepped oboard the cutter arul was cu­rie,! to the Mal,ro11$$(1. At ll�H I arrh-ed at . Ra,, el Tin: A launch wa,, waiting io'.'.'carrrl me to the royal yacht. l11crc, I said goodby to. Mr. _l"arouk. 

t·�tu.11·•:t .. l. 1"0 •·,\IU)l'�. 4 :.:alute of :.?I prns. is f,t"N by E;:)· f•tlin navy slup a.; lite royal y�i-111 c:.:irri1·� lum <lul (1( Alt• ;,:,rn,fri.a h:1rloor for 1fte 111�, time. 
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