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Eonorzbie President Hosni Meubarzk
President of The Arab Republic of Ezypt
Cairo, Egypt

Eonorzble Presideat Moubarzk:

Plezse accept my respectful grestings. I would like to convey our sincere
appreciation, on behalf of the Egypaen Jewish Congrezation of New York,
Ahzba Ve Ahve, for your kindness in granting our wishes to sefeguard the
resting place of our forefathers, at the Cemetery, El Bassarin. This would not
have occurred without your generosity, and we are forever indedted to you.

[ would like to respectiully bring to your atienticn znother matter, which
is of great significance to our Egypuan Jewish Comrnunity. Thare are Holy
religious articles such as Torzhs, Prayer Books, and Memorial Lanterns
that remained in Egypt after our unforunate exst. These are tools that we
use during our services, as the Koran is used in the Mosgues. Our Torzhs
zre read daily, our Prayer Books are utilized during services znd some are
used to tezch us the wisdom and the inzellest cf our forefzthers. Our
Memorial Lanterns are lit on specific holidays in memory of our deperted
ancestors. These Torzhs were donated to commemorzie the soul of our
deperted pareats. The return of these Torzhs, Prayer Books, and Memoria!

- Lanterns to the Egyptian Jewish Community of New York, for their intended

purposes, will bring great joy, happiness and biessings to our community ard
the Egyptien peopie.

Your generosity aad your wisdom, gives us grezt hope that your kindness
and your fezling of compassion will perit for these items to enrich our
services. Always in our daily prayers, we wiil remember our thanks and our
debt to your kindress. Please grant us this request and may tiie Almighty
ALLAH give you long life, and biessing to Egypt and it's pesgle.

We zre zvailable to heip cr assist in anyway, in order to facilitate the
accomplishment of this sacred mission. I pray and hoge that the Almighry
ALLAH our common God, will retumn the same kindness and generosity

-~

Rc\spe::ixlly yours,

p
b0, C
Y E .
Clement Soffer
Honerary President

-




‘::_—-—.-:—-..
i
P 'g'—w! H e
e

Crnlassy of Coypt

limad cMatier T Sayed
Cmdasaddon

February 1, 1885

Dear Mr. Soffer:

Thank you for your letter dated January 5, 1893
and your kind wishes for me and my colleagues, &as
well as your warm feelings towards Egypt.

I have forwarded your letter addressed to

President Mubarzk. While hoping to see you &t an
early date, I remain,

Sincerely,

bk vy 48 Q@ /

Ahmed Maher E

Mr. Clement Soffer
525 Seventh Avenue - 6th floor
New Yo;k, New York 10018
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Eag-b-74
“Ms. Carmen Weinstein ; :
Secretary of the Jewish Community in Cairo

" ' ¢/o Impremiérie Weinstein L

' 28 Rue Chiif Pacha ; ~_ g

2 *Cairo, Egypt

. .

| Dear Ms. ﬁ”;émstem,

1 amm awiare that there are 2 number of Sifrei Toreh ; Egypt, which re
“nesded by Mr. Clemens Sofer of Congregation Ahava VeAckva,
Brooklyn N.Y., and by other various communities in Brooklya.

. Mr Clem‘céu'i Sofer, works cnd!é’csly on the behalf of his ccmirzgahon,
and the Jesish nation. After viewing the letters of Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi
Doron, and Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, 1, as Chief Rabbi 8f Istael jbin in the

quest, and 25k of you to exhert your maximum for the releasd of the
-Sifrei Torah,

"'ﬁ'rrough this gracious act, may you be blessed with fong life and much

-4

Sincerely Yours,

Mein oy
Israél Meir Lan
Chief Rabbi of Israel
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Carmen Weinsteln

% |mpramerle Waelnstain
28 Rua Chrif Pacha
Cairo, Egypt .
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Jeseph Harary
Comunita Israelile
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" February 28, 1997 i 2E 2 SnT 20

Ms. Carmen Weinstein

Secretary of the Jewish Community in Cairo
¢/o Impremerie Weinstein )
28 rue Chrif Pacha

Cairo, Egypt

Dear Ms. Weinstein:

The American Sephardi Federation represents the interests of Jewish communities numbering
almost 300,000 people in the USA including the Egyptian community.

We are writing to you to ask for your full cooperation to the efforts made by the Ahava
VeAhavah Congregation and in particular Mr. Clement Soffer to bring the Siffrei Torah currently
in Egypt to the United States of America in order to fulfill the wishes and desires of those who
donated these Sefarim to the community for the sole purpose of bringing Kedusha and Holiness
to the memory of their loved ones. This can only be done when they are actively used for prayers
in a congregation.

You and your family have been in Egypt for a very long time and you will be bringing much
honer to your family’s name as a participant in such 2 Mitzvah. Any attempt to delay this
operation will cause great sutfering and hurt to the families who donated the Sefarim for the
purpose of them being used in congreuations and the many needy communities who are desperate
to have one of those holy aricles.

Your immediate response is anticipated.

Sincerely,

AZdwin Shuker
Executive Director
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March 26, 1997 J
Eng-b-74
Josef Harary
Comunite Israelite
61 Rue Nabi Daniel
Alexandnia, Egypt
Dear Mr. Harary,

I am aware that there'are a number of Sifrei Torzh in Egypt, which are
needed by Mr. Clemens Sofer of Congregation Ahava VeAchvz ,
Erooklyn N.Y., and by other various communities in Brooklyn.

Mr. Clemens Sofer, works t:ndlessly on the behalf of his congregation,
and the Jewish nation. After viewing the letters of Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi
Doron, and Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, I, as Chief Rabbi of Isrzel j join in the

quest, and ask of you to exhert your maximum for the relezse of the
Sifrei Torzh.

Through this gracious act, may you be blessed with long life and much

happiness.

Sincerely Y ours,

Dol o

Chief Rabbi of Israel
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Shevat 53757
February 6, 1997
Eng-b-4

Ms. Carmen Weinstein

Secretary of the Jewish'Community in Cairo
‘c/o Impremerie Weinstein

28 Rue Chrif Pacha

Cairo, Egypt

Dear Ms. Weinstein,

I hope that this letter finds you well. As the Chief Sephardic Rabbi of
Israel and the guardizn of Sephardic communal property worldwide, [ am
charged with ensuring that these assets are utilized for the good and
benefit of the Jewish people as a whole. It is your responsibility and
obligartion to cooperate and work with me regarding the Sifrei Torzh that
vou have in Egypt, that are nesded by Mr. Clemens Sofer if Cibgregatuib
Ahava VeAchva Brooklyn N.Y., and by other communities which are in
nesd of Sifrei Torah.

Sifrei Torah must be considered communal property and not private
property. While the congregation in Alexandria is now very small and
needs only one or two Sifrei Torah, the Egyptian community in Brooklyn
now numbers over 5,000 families! With g-ds help, this community will
continue to prosper and frourish and needs 10-15 Sifrei Torzh.
Additionally, there are other communities with no Sifrei Torah at all! .

In my capacity as Chief Rabbi [ 2sk that you transfer these Sifrei Torzh.
By the gracious act of passing on these Sifrei Torah, we will be able to

preserve and strengthen the heritage of Egyption J ewry and bring glory .
to the Egyptian community.

Respectfully ¥ours,
o) 7 Je
Elifafiu Bakshi Doron
Rishon Lezion Chief Rabbi of Israel

..E k/ %
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Shevar 5757
February 6, 1997
Eng-b-4

J oséph Harary

. Comunite Israelite

61 Rue Nabi Daniel .
Alexandria, Egypt

Dear Mr. Harary,

[ hope that this letter finds you well. As the Chief Sephardic Rabbi of
Israel and the guardian of Sephardic communal property worldwide, [ am
charged with ensuring that these assets are utilized for the good and
benefit of the Jewish people as a whole. It is your responsibility and
obligation to cooperate and work with me regarding the Sifrei Torzh that
you have in Egypt, that are needed by Mr. Clemens Sofer if Cibgregatuib
Ahava VeAchva Brooklyn N.Y., and by other communities which are in
need of Sifrei Torah..

Sifref Torah must be considered communal property and not private
property. While the congregation in Alexandria is now very small and
needs only one or two Sifrei Torah, the Egyptian community in Brooklyn
now numbers over 5,000 families! With g-ds help, this community will
continue to prosper and frourish and needs 10-15 Sifrei Torah.
Additionally, there are other communities with no Sifrei Torah at alll .

In my capacity as Chief Rabbi I ask that you transfer these Sifrei Torzah.
By the gracious act of passing on these Sifrei Torah, we will be able to

preserve and strengthen the heritage of Egyption Jewry and bring glory
to the Egyptian community.

Respectfully Eours,

bj? e "C
Elivallu Bakshi Doron .
Rishon Lezion Chief Rabbi of Israe
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Chere Madame,{ /‘\1

=

Madame Carmen WEINSTEIN
Impamerie WEINSTEIN
23, Fue Chrif Facha

LE CAIRE (ECGYPTE) |

Je me joins & l'appel ces éminents rabbanim qui vous ont écrit et notzment & Ray

Ovadia YOSSEF,
Clement SOFER concernant Iz
dont vous vous

Compte tenu que la Communauté juive au Czire st

pourriez-vous conserver

peur vous remsrcier de
cinguantzaine
CUpeZ et se Trouvant actuellement en Egypte.

trois Sifréi Torzh et remetre les 47 autres

bien vouleir colizborer ayec Monsieur
de Sifréi Torah (et autres objets sacres)

peu nombreuse, peut-idtre
2 Mensieur

Clement SOFER qui pourrsient s'occuter de les ‘ire resiaurer, sfiy 2 lieu.

Ainsi les 5.0C0 juifs égyptiens
ces livres szacrés et zinsi

ce Ercokiin pourrzient journellement
eviter guiis ne se détériorent et toutes

utiliser et faire vivre
les zutres

Communautés juives odginaires d'Egypte pourraient elles aussi, lorscu'elles le

souhaitent par l'intermédiaire de Mansieur Ciés

ment SOFER, utiliser ces Sifrei Torah.

Vous accomplirez ainsi une trés grande mizva pour la sanctification ¢u Nom Divin.

Je serais particulierement heureux
Communauté juive égyptienne de Fzris

de disposer de deux Sifréi Torgh pour Iz

Vous en remerciant vivement recevez, Chére Madame, |'assurancs de mes meilieurs

sentiments.

I'9 RUE SAINT GEQRGES 75009 PAR!S
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Mensieur Joseph HARARY
Communauté [srzélite
€1, Rue Rzbbi Daniel’

ALEXANDRIE (EGYPTE)

Cher Monsieur, |

Je me joins 2 'appe! des éminents rabbanim Qui vaus ont écrit et notament a Ray
Qvadia YOSSEF, pour vous remercier de volre colleboretion avec Monsieur Clément
SOFER concernant les Sifréi Torah et autres objets sacres sa trouvant actuellemen

en Egypta.

Permetire 2 Iz Communauté originaire d'Egypte de contnuer & fzire vivre ces livres

saints est Une trés grande mizva que je vous encaurage a accomalir et pour laguelle
| vous felicite tres vivement.

royez, Cher Monsieur, en 'assurance de mes melileurs sesiments. /

2;6 }b
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CLEMENT SOFFER
525 SEVENTH AVENUE - 6TH FLOOR
NEW Yorx. NEW YOrRK 10018

Hecham EI Nakib (First Secretary of the Egyptian Embassy), that the only way which our efforts could
practically come to fruition, especially considering that we already have the Blessings of all of the worlds
Highest Rabbis, is if an appeal would be made on our behalf directly from either yourself or the President
of the United States to the current President of Egypt.

Honorable Vice-President, we, as the largest extant community of Jews of Egyptian descent, are

seeking only fo preserve and safeguard our rehcxous heritage for our posterity and the posterity of

Egyptian Jews world-wide. It is towards this end that I am requesting a mesting with you to discuss the
details of this entire situation. Only though such a mesting could I possibly expect to be capable of
expressing fo you the strength of our position, the urgency of our need and the guilelessness of our cause.
I'am enclosing, for your personal reference and edification in this matter, a packet containing numerous
copigs of correspondence from all parties involved in this matter. I have organized within the packet the
correspondence so as to follow in sequential order.

Thank you for your time and consideration in reviswing this Jetter and enclosed materials and I
lock forward to receiving a positive response from you to my request for a mesting. I promise you that
the Jewish World would look very favorably upon any help which you may offer in this matter.

Very truly yours,

C l_ement Soffer

encl.

ce! Howard Kohr
fil

CS/ds

 PHONE - 212-997-0230 Fax 212-302-0308
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UNITED SEPHARD RARBINICAY COUNCIL OF AMERICA

SERVING TIE SYRIAN AND NEAR EASTERN rgwisy COAMUNTTIES IN AMERICA

BR-OOK.LYN NY. 11223
(713)398-32¢1 Fax (718598460
Pebruary 12, 1947 )
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¥r, Joseph Harary
Comunite Israelite
61 Rue Nabi Danigl
Alexandria, Baypt

Dear Mr, Harary,

Since fey decadesn 290, the Jewish Feople who came from
Egypt eatablighed » beautifgy Co=munity, Aheava VEahvah,

Eifrej Torah, espacially during the Bigh Holidays , when
Prayers ara conducted 4, various lecaticns, ¢4

4cComwodate ¢+ € 2en, wemen ana Youth who attena Services
in grea: Qumberg,

The Sifrei Toran that are i, 2gypt at presept are comzunity

Property cwned ang Zot by any individeai, 71s is a ro ¥

obligation tg releage ang3 8end imadi:.taly the S5ifrei Toran
T to Ahays Veahvah Congregation of Ocean Parkway, ang to

Kc. Clgg Scffer, who has heen Berving tha Community for

This holy 3ccozplishment done Speedlily will cause elevation
ko the deceaged donors and xany tlezsings to the living,
%8O share in this holy mitzvah, gg that the Eifrei Toran
will ba ugeg cnntinec:nsly. :

&5 Chiaf Rabhj of 211 Sepharadim in USA, T direce you to
releage the Sifrei Toran imdiataly. Any Delay wijl be
4 violation of our religiccs laws. I urge ary Who are inyolyes
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r -
Rabbi shagl T Razain
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-Pebruary 12, 1997

¥s, Carmen Weinstgjn
Secretary of the Jewish Coxmunity in Cairo
C/o Impremerig Weinstein

28 rue Chrif Pacha

Caire, Boyp:

Dear Mg, Weinatein,

Eince fey decadeg 290, the Jewiah Pecple who came from
Egypt ¢stablished beauwtify) Comxmunity, Ahava Veahyah,
in Brocklyn, Hew York, which is growing ang Prespering
in guality ang quantity, They ara ip great need for
Sifrei wmg-z ' espccially during the Bigh Holidays ¢ When
PTaysrs gre conducted jp varicusg locationa, to
CCammodate the Zen, women and Yaouth who attenga Berviceg
in great Bunberys,

HKr. Clem Soffer, who hag been ferving the Community for
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i, Clement Soffer

Honorery Praddent

Alhizba Ve Ahva of Ocean Parkway
1801 Ocean Parkway

Brooklyn, New York 11323

Tasr AAr CAfta--
ol VAT, SoIIers

It was 2 pleasure meeting you and your colleagues at the Embassy last week I
€xi0yed our conversation and appreciated your warm feslngs toward Egypt.

I am writine 1o reaffirm our discussion on the issue of the Holy Torahs, The
Evyprian Government will lend its 2ssistance onGe vou reach a
Witk the Egvnrian Jenish cammunine

L 10 W, S——inY .
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- CAIRO, OCTOBER 10, 1996,
MR. CLEMENT SOFFER )
HONORARY PRESIDENT
AHABA VE AHVA OF OCEAN PARKWAY
1301 OCEAN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK ]1223
DEAR MR. SOFFER:
- 1 SEIZE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY MY. GREETINGS AND. BEST
@ WISHES TO YOU AND THE MEMEERS OF TEE EGYPTIAN JEWISH

} . CONGREGATION OF NEW YORK, AHABA VE AHVA HOPING THATALL
OF US WILL ENJOY CONSTRUCTIVE AND REAL PEACE IN THE VERY

- ~-“NEAR FUTURE. ;3
ON THIS OCCASION, I WOULD LIKE TO REFER TO YOUR LETTER
ADDRESSED TO PRESIDENT MOUBARAK CONCERNING YOUR REQUEST
10 GET SOME HOLY RELIGIOUS ARTICLES SUCH AS TORAHS, PRAYER

BOOKS, AND MEMORIAL LANTERNS THAT ARE IN EGYPT

s b AV,

Lﬁ-.
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LAST ‘BUT NOT LEAST, I WISH TO REASSURE YOU AND ALL THE
- MEMBERS OF THE EGYPTIAN JEWISH CONGREGATION OF NEW YORK,
AHABA VE AHVA, THAT THE JEWISH HERITAGE IN EGYPT IS OF MAJOR.
IMPORTANCE TO US AS IT IS TO YOU. HENCE, IT IS OF GREAT
IMPORTANCE TO KEEP THE JEWISH ARTICLES IN EGYPT OWING TO

THEER ARCHEOLOGICAL VALUE AND TO BE USED FOR RELIGIOUS .
* PURPOSES. - == S

WITH MY WARMEST WISHES AND BEST REGARDS,

‘%/_71

“FAROUK HOSNY™ T
- MINISTER OF CULTURE .
L85 ;— AN'D N " e s, o r ik
- CHAIRMAN OF THE SUPREME
' COUNCIL OF ANTIQUITIES, EGYPT.

SINCERELY YO
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December 3, 1955

Minister Farouk El Hosny
Minister of Culture
% Egyptian Embassy
2310 Decatur Place
Washingten, DC 20008
" Attn: Honorable Ahmed Maher E Sayed

- Dear Minister Hosny:

We of the Jowish Egyptian Congregation of New York. Ahava-Ve-Ahva, wish you 2
sincere greating. 1 was extremely honored to welcome the Honorable Osama El Baz at my office
recently. During this mesting, the Honorable Osama El Baz agreed fo return to the Jewish
Egyptian Community (numbering over S000) our Sefer Torahs, religious books and memorial
lanterns, all of which are no olderthan 150 years. He also extended zn official invitation to my .-
family & myself to come in person fo retrieve our property. He also promised to help us obtain

@ landmark status for all Synagogues & cemeteries. Your recent lefter to me (copy enclosed) - X
seemed to indicate a revearsal of that pesiticn, is this correct? ”
o Unfortunately, during the reign of Gamal Abdel Nasser, many innocent Jewish Egyptians -
vere placed in jail, their moneys and propeny confiscated by the Egyptian government, their
hospitals were tzken over by the government and their scheols were closed. This form of A
perseculion caused the-significant mzjority of Egyptian Jews to fles their homeland. Due to'the
ongaing racially discriminatery policies of the Egyptian government, we were unable to leave
the country with our personal religious articles and these were confiscated by the government
‘when such altempts were made.
Currently all of our personal religious articles are either located in government and
Islamic museunis, stolen 2nd sold en the black market, or laying in storage rooms collecting
' . dustand suffering decay. These articles were not dug up from Archeological sites nor are they
- rare antiguities. These articles were donated by our fathers and grandfathers in memories of
their loved ones and are the exclusive heritage of the Jewish Egyptian Community from whom
they were confiscateq by the Egyptian government during what | hope was a select and rare
" Iime.of:governmental Persecution in Egypt.

| Fax 212-302-0308%
@ “ e i,-_"
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. prese tthe Jewish Egyptian Community in Egypt totals between 50 to 60 individugjs
ES (signiicantly diminishad as z result of our 2forementioned Exodus’), most of whom are women

| 4% who'cannot oficiate in Jewish prayer services. This small community would require. at the
« moshdwo Sefer Torah to continus the proper forms in their prayer services. There are more

tharr 150 additional Sefer Torzh which should be put to their proper use in Jewish Egyptian
prayersérvices but which, instead, remain in storage rooms in Egypt. These Sefer Torah 2s
: \ﬁ:ng 28 the other religious articles mentioned have exireme sentimental and spiritual vajue to us,
=2 ihe Egiintian Jews who were forced to flee our homeland as a result of past Egyptian

discriminatory practices. We have great hopes that Egypt now honors and respects Human

.Rights arid is ready and prepared to return these articles to their rightful owners, Please accept
-, OUr.request as so clearly understood by the Honorable Osama El Baz.

4 —"

&Qsama El Bz
Sary Ackerman
el Gilman )
’ Fax 212-302-0308
o

ﬁ o 3
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Ahaba Ve Ahva of

1801 OCEAN PARKWAY
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nimen Hai Alouf

HONORAR
Josezoh Barmpathan

_Clement Soffer
Jose2h Hamaoui
Salomeon Karan
Cebr=l Shehstar

Joszzh Sofi=

EQARD OF TRUST==S

Piesic=mt
Abe Mosse

A.Dl:‘t Eiga
David Savdie

. s
sar Thamaras
ASE20 Sfenenar

LY PRESIDENTS
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OceanParkway

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11223

August 13, 1825

Henorable Osama £l Bzz
Vice Prasident of the Arab Republic of gypt
Cziro, Egypt

Honorable Osamz E} Baz:

Plezsz z¢

cept my warms
2niire community for

t grestings

2nd sincsrz blessings from ¢
r your kind c:ﬂd sincars invitziion to mez. 2s

, @S- reprasenis

-

advocztz for our community, to travel to Egypt in October in order to D
the majority of cur communities Torahs, Prayer
memcna[ lanterns which were donztzd o our community Dy our forefzi;
e [ast 130 years. | would like to maka you zwars thzt th

locatad in various cities in Egypt including Alexandriz znd Cairo and soms

ick
and Study books =

2 located in governmsnt storage fnaving besn canfi
vhen some of the com mny left with these Sefs:

wisdom and kindness in thi S geswrs will never bz forgotzn and will ssrva

Egypt. Thank you in advancs for this grznd gesturs
In yeur visit, you ofizred to ha! p me to negotiztz with the ministzr
culture in Egypt fo tzke conirol of zll of the magnificant Synzagogues =z

cemeteries in Egypt, @
they can enjoy the prots

ranting them the stztus of_' landmark edifices so tt
ction which su
pesierity and the tourists who will suraiy ‘Tood Egypt once they witness {
generosity and compassion which the Egyptian i

ures fowards the

government maniiesis
Jewish communities
Also, it would be a gr-sat szrvice for the entirs Jewish communf'ry iy

—

help us in efforts to obtzin the Rabbinats record of Birth, Dezath &
: t

&
I
0
4
—
m
O
o]
o |
.
m
.'.I

their ancestry.

With ’ﬁese hum.:ntt.:.':an acls of gesneresity, you will receive i

blessings and the rrcyers of our entire community and we will bs forever |

your debt for thesz kindnesse

s. | know that there 2rs many business pecple

2N
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Ahaba Ve Ahva of OceanParkwa

1801 OCEAN P

T
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Shirnen Ezi Alouf

HONORARY PRESIDENTS
Joszoh Bamathan
Clement Soffer
Jeszoh Harmaond
Saiomen Earan
Gairis! Shehabar
Jesezh Saffer

£0/2D OF TRUSTZ=3

Presidant

Abe Moss=i

Vice Presidzmt
Salermen Exmathan
Sematar

—
Aiten M

Tr.u—----

SignExnon

Asst Searetar
Iogezh C~:.--.

.
_ {‘s‘

Abe Chehatar

...“- s

Trusie=s
Albert Eida
David Savdie
Isaar Shekzbar

et

Ve,

(as you witnessed the love and desirz of my izther to do so). Carizinly,

i
ekt Ty e e A AT L

Y

PARKW AY BROOKLYN, NEW Y ORX 11223

e
n
ih

within our community ars willing fo invest in znd/for produce goeds in ths
homs country of Egypt 25 wall 25 being eager to visit their birth plzcz in E

thess g=slures of brotherhood which you hzve offers
p=oples will b2 moved to resoond in kind.

| sinczrely hope and pray the
the blessed watzers of pezcs and pre
of soyet, rair

—

. the hezris of =
elmighty Allzh, our common God, "wili I
csperity flow throughout the grezt Re oubli
2siing ths psoplz of Szypt with the elessings -which cnly 5
glmighty can provide.
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