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reason is stated in a roundabout way :¢¢...In Gibeon the Lord appeared
to Solomon in a dream by night : and God said, Ask what T shall give
thee...”"

Sleeping at Holy Places in order to achieve a cure or attain some other
wish was a common enough practice in antiquity, in various countries:
thus, Petrie found numerous sleeping cubicles at Sarabitl-Hadim in
Sinai, round the sancluary of the Ba%alat (hthr)®, dating to the Middle
Kingdom (the beginning of the second millenium B. G.}; on the other
hand, we know from various classical sources thal the sick and ailing in
Greees were wont to spend a night in the temples of Esculapius in order
{0 see in their dreams the means by which they could be cured (the priests
interpreted the dream-oracles on the following morning) ®. Hence, it
is conceivable to assume that Solomon went to Gibeon in order to ask
the Lord there for wisdom and understanding ; while the sacrifies offered
at the high-place there were intended to propitiate the deity and gain
his ear. But if so, we are still at a loss to know why Gibeon was chosen
as the appropriate place. For the Are of the Covenant of the Lord God
of his father David was already housed in Jerusalem 1.

My K, 3,

™ See W, ‘b’I I* Prrmg, Resenrches in Szuua pp. G5-6g9 5 109, and the references
cited there,

# The temple of Esculapins at Epidaurus in the Peleponesos gained special
renown in the wth century B, C.; but the eustom was much more ancient. The
author owes this partieular instance to the courtesy of Prof. Clark Hopkins of
the University of Michigan.

¥ The anthor of the Book of Chronicles justifies this visit of Solomon’s by re-
porting the ancient tradition that {"Jhmn was the place of the Tabernacle. The
ook of Samuel, too, hands down the same traditi ion, namely that the Are of the
Covenant. was ]’IﬂllS("l‘l at Gibeon during the period between its return from the
Land of the Philistines and its removal to Jerusalem by David. Though it is pro-
bable that the original Tabernacle was destroyed at Shilo after the death of Ely,
it still seems likely that a new Tahernacle was erected at Gibeon soon after the Are
came to be re-established. Sl the account seems surprising : for what possible
connection could there have been between the Canaanite-Gibeonite city of Gibeon
and the Arc of the Covenant of the Hebrews? Then, apain, even if the author
of Chronicles implies that the particular sanetity of the high-place at Gibeon was
derived from the fact that the Are and the Tabernacle were situated there, but as
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We may possibly find a satisfactory solulion ol the puzele, if we examine
other countries of the Near East for similar phenomena. A searab found
lately in the excavations of Tell Jerite (locally known as Napoleon’s
Hill"} is particularly interesling in this connection U (see figs. 1-2).

This scarab vepresents Pharao (the Uraeus on his head-gear makes the
identification absolulely sure) kneeling with arms raised in supplication
(the indistinel engraving does not allow us to discern whether the King
holds anything in lus hands) before the Baboon ape. Belween the two
figures there arve bwo hievoglyphic
signs: ntr afr (usually translated :
“The good God™). As is well
known the Baboun is the symbol
ol Thoth, Moon God and patron
deity of writing, sciences and
seribes.  The symbolical meaning
of the Baboon is further empha-

; : ; Fig. 1. — A drawing Fig. 2. — An impres-
sized In this case h:f the crescent of the Scarab fonml  sion of the same
of the moon, with the represen-  at Tell Jerise. {both s : 1)

tation of the full moon mside it,
engraved over the ape’s head. The scarab can be dated with a [fair
amount of certainty to the XIXth Dynasty (ca. 1320-1198 B. C.),
on both intrinsic and archaeological grounds (it was discovered m the
upper levels of the L.B, II period, ca, 1d400-1200 B, C.),

Similar scarabs had already been found on various sites . The
overwhelming majority dates, Lke the scarab discussed here, te the

soon as Lhe Are was removed to Jerusalem, what possible reason could have Solomon
had to o to Gibeon, in profercnce to other high-places?

) The author wishes o express his sincerest thanks to Prof. E. L. Sukenik, of
the Hebrew University of Jernsalem, for the kind permission to publish this searal
before the publication of the report on the exeavations {season 1g36, March-May).

% The author wishes to express his great oblipation 4o De, B, Ben-Dor, Lilvarisn
of the Palestinian Department of Antiguities, who very kindly supplied him with
a long list of similar scarabs, extracted from various catalogues on hand in Jeru-
sabem, when he himsell wos unable (o visit Jerasalem during the disturbances
(summer 1g36).

Butlutin. 10
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XIXth Dynasty. They all bear a representation of the King, or his name—
enclosed in a cartonche, belove Thoth (svmbolised by the Baboon with
the erescent and the [ull moon over his head).  Several are accompanied
by the above mentioned inseription (these date mainly to the XVIIIth
Dynasty, namely the reign of Thothmes I, ea. 15o1-1447 B. G)W,

The meaning of this representation will not be revealed until we
establish the exact nature of the descriptive title atr afr, accompanying
ihis seene.  First of all let us determine the holders of this title : it appears
only in the titulary of Pharao and certain Gods, Ogsiris in partieular.
Now, the only function common to both Osiris and Pharao is the admi-
nistration of justice : Pharao judges the living, Osiris—the dead, before
they are granted eternal existence in the Hereaflter. This last judgment
is the embodiment of justiee. It is represented in vignettes in several
so-called Books of the Dead ; in these, figures a pair of scales, on the one
pan of which is laid the heart of the deeeased, while on the other appears
the symbol of 33%¢, the personification of truth and justice . It should
e noted passim that Thoth himsell participates in this solemn act, for
he is administering the actual weighing of the soul.

It seems, therefore, plausible that the title ner nfi is not a meaningless
“compliment’, as it was wont to be translated till now @ «The good
God”" or “The beautiful God’’, but a definite legal term defining the
property of juslice common to Loth Osiris {in the next world) and Pharao
(in this world). Consequently, this title should be translated < The just

" See, e.g., P.E. Neweeany, Searabs, 1q08, pls. XXX, 2 {Amenophis 1T with
inseripiion nir wfr} YXXIV. 35 (Rameses [[; H, R 1L T, Cat. Srarabs. ..
e BM I, 1g1d, n* teho (Thothmes 1115 with inscription ate afr) ;o Perue,
Searabs and Cylinders, 1919, pl. XL, 11 (Rameses 1T} ; and numerous of hers.

i Like the whole theological system of Ancient Egypt, so also the tenets con-
cerning life in the next world, show a great confusion of contradictory helieves.
On the one hand, the dead must be equipped with full versions of all magie for-
mulas, which alone can save them from the varions perils besetting their way
the Herealler, before they reach safety inthe *Fields of Firm''; on the other hand,
they are expeeted to have ledd an honest and upright hfe in this world, if they are
Lo obilain an acquittal in the court of Osiris, bhefore heing admitied to elernal life,
Hewever, for the purpose of eur st uidy here the parallel, contradictory dogmas are
of o jmportance ; the fact of the trial in itzelf is of primary interest,
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God™. This sugpgestion can also he supported by etymelogical evidence,
for afr-yyt means sometimes : honesty, justice 17,

Now. we can understand the true meaning of the above scarabs.  Fol-
lowing his accession to the throne Phavao prays to Thoth, the God of
Wisdom, to grant him .. .“‘an understanding heart to. .. discern belween
good and bad". ..  Hence also the title ngr afe accompanying these
representations very frequently ®. 1t should be vemembered that scarabs
were uzed in Egypt not only as signets ; on several oceasions they were
issued in eommemoration of important events. rvather like our present-
day commemoration medals ®. Would it not be permissible to assume
that searabs of this last mentioned category were iszued in commemoration
of the prayer for wisdom offered up by Pharaoes of the New Kingdom
some time after their accession?

We may perhaps surmize thal Solomon chose Gibeon because faint
reminiseences of pre-Isvaelite culte still clang to the high-place there,
reminiseences of those remote days, when the high-place may have heen
dedicated to the worship of some deity of wisdom, belore the Ave of the
Covenant found refuge there, and with it arvived the eult of the Lord
God of Tsruel,  Whether this ancient cult, prioe to the introduetion of
the worship of the Hebrew God, was that of Thoth, the Egyptian, or
of some olher moon and wisdom deity, it is impossible to determine at
present before we have more material evidence to work upon.

It is highly desivable that the Babylonian, Assyrian, Hittite and Syrian
materials should be examined carefully for written or pictorial documents
lestifying to similar customs in olher Hither-Asiante countries,

W See Hwsan-Guaeow, W de. 5., 2 v,

# In the style of 1 K, 3, 4.

B 14 is impossible az yet to decide whether this practice was ancient or an inna-
vation of the Plaranes of the New Kingdom.

# Cf. e. g., the scarabs commemorating the lon-hunts of Amenophis 11, or
those announcing the marviage of Amenophis TIL with queen Tivi ; though of eourse,
these are of a very much larger size,
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