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WASHINGTON, Feb. 25—
United States officials expressed
their confidence today that the
removal of Maj, Gen. Mohammed
Naguib as President and Premier
of Egypt would not mean any
weakening of the generally pro-
Western attitude of the Cairo
Government.

These authorities did show
some concern, however, over the
possibility that Lieut. Col. Gamal
Nasser, while assuming the post
of Premier, might not be able ta
command the popular support
that bad come to the colorful
“iron man,” hero of the Palestine
war and symbol for many of the
“new Egypt.”

In the opinion of the experts,
the ouster of General Naguib
wasg the result of conflicts and
irritation within the Revolution!
Council, the group that master-
minded and carried out the coup
against former King Farouk.

The council. then fifteen
younger army officers resentful
of excesses and corruption in the
Egyptian Government and the
poor showing of the Egyptian
‘Army in the Palestine hostility,
chose General Naguib as its nom-
inal leader because of his wide-
spread popularity.

The real power of the group,
however, still lay with Colonel
Nasser, officials here said. They
contended that it was the dual
nature of the Egyptian leader-
ship—with General Naguib only
the figure-head—that brought the
rivalry to a climax.
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