Text of Eisenhower Broadcast on the Mideast Crisis _
New York Times (1857-Current file); Nov 1, 1956; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New Y ork Times (1851 - 2002)
pg. 14

Text of Eisenhower Broadcast on the Mideast Crisis

can scarcely be reconciled with
the principles and purposes of
the United Nations to which
we have all subscribed. And
beyond this we are forced to

Following is the text of Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s television and
radio report from Washington to
the nation last night on the Mid-
dle East crisis, as recorded by

The New York Times:

My fellow Americans:

Tonight I report to you as
your President,

We all realize that the full
and free debate of a political
campaign surrounds us. But
the events and issues I wish
ta place before you this eve-
ning have no connection what-
soever with matters of parti-
sanship. They are concerns of
every American—his present
and his future,

* I wish, therefore, to gZive
you a report of essential facts
so that you—whether belong-
ing to either one of our two
great parties, or to neither—
may give thoughtful and in-
formed consideration to this
swiftly changing world scene.

The changes. of which I
gpeak have come in two areas
of the world—Eastern Eroupe
.and the Mideast. .

In Eastern Europe there is
the dawning of a new day. It
has not been short or easy in
coming,

After World War II the So-
viet Union used military force
to impose on the nations of
Eastern Europe, governments
of Soviet choice—servants of
Moscow.

Pledge to Satellites Cited

It hag been consistent Unit-
ed States policy without re-
gard to political party—to
seek to end this situation. We
have sought to fulfill the war-
time pledge of the United Na-
tions that these countries,
overrun by wartime armies,
would once again know sov-
ereignty and self-government.

We could not, of course,
carry out this policy by resort
to force. Such force would
have been contrary both to the
best interests of the Eastern
European people’ and .to the
abiding principles of the Unit-
ed Nations, But we did help to
keep alive the hope of these
peoples for freedom.

Beyond this they needed
from us no education in the
worth of national independence
and personal liberty. For, at
the -time of the American
Revolution, it was many of
them who came to our land to
aid our cause.

Now, recently the pressure
of the will of these peoples for
natjonal independence has he-
come more, and more insistent.

A few days ago the people
of Poland, with their proud
and deathless devotion to free-
dom, moved to secure a peace-
ful transition to a new Gov-
ernment. And this Govern-
ment, it seems, will strive
genuinely to serve the Polish
people.

And more recently, all the
world has been watching dra-
matic events in Hungary,
where this brave peopie, as so
often in the past, have offered
their very lives for independ-
ence from foreign masters.

We cannot yet know if these
avowed purposes will be truly
carried out. ‘

But two things are clear,

First, the fervor and the
sacrifice of the peoples of these
countries, in the name of free-
dom, have themselves brought
real promise that the light df
liberty soon will shine again in
this darkness. .

And second, if the Soviet
Union indeed faithfully acts
upon its announced intention,
the world will witness the
greatest forward stride toward
justice, trust and understand-
ing among nations in our gen-
eration,

These are.the facts. How
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has your Government respond-
ed té them? 7 A

Today, it appears, a new
Hungary is rising from this
struggle; a Hungary which we
hope, from our hearts, will
know full and free nation-
hood.

We have rejoiced in all these
historic events,

Only yest@rday, the Soviet
Union issued an important
statement on its relationg with
all the countries of Eastern
Europe, This statement recog-
nized the need for review of
Soviet policies, and the amend-
ment of these policies to meet
the demands of the people for
greater national independence
and personal freedom.

The Soviet Union deglared
its readiness to consider the
withdrawal of Soviet advisers,
who have been, ag you know,
the effective ruling force in
Soviet-occupied countries. And
also to consider withdrawal of
Soviet forces from Poland,
Hungary and Rumania.

Readiness to Assist

The United States has made
clear its readiness to assist
economically the new and in-
dependent governments of
these countries. We have
already—some days since—
been in contact with the new
Government of Poland on’ this
matter. We have also pub-
licly declared that we do not
demand of these governments
their adoption of any particu-
lar form of society as a condi-
tion upon economic assistance,
Our one concern is that they
be free—for their sake, and
for freedom’s sake.

We have also—with respect
to the Soviet Union—sought
clearly to remove any false
fears that we would look upon
new governments in these
Eastern European countries as
potential military allies. We
have no such ulterior purpose.
We see these people as friends
and we wish simply that they
be friends who are free.

It is not a situation that
calls for extravagant fear or
hysteria, but it invites our
most serlous concern.

I speak, of course, of the
Middle East. This ancient
crossroads of the world was,
as we all know, an area long

subject to colonial rule. This
rule ended after World War
II when all counfries there

‘won full independence.

Out of the Palestinian man-
dated territory vvas born the
new state of Israel,

These historie changes could
not, however, instantly banish
animosities born of the ages.
Israel and her Arab neighbors
soon-found themselves at, war
with. one another,
Arab nations showed continu-
ing anger toward their former
colonial rulers, notably France
and Great Britain,

The United States, through
all the years since the close
of World War II, has lahored
tirelessly to bring peace and
stability to this area.

We have considered it a
basic matter of United States
policy to support the new state

~of Israel and, at the ‘same

time, to strengthen our bonds
both with Israel and with the
Arab countries. But, unfor-
tunately, through all these
years, passion in the area
threatened to prevail over
peaceful purpose, and, in one
form or another, there has
been almost continuous fight-
ing.

This situation recently was
aggravated by Egyptian pol-
icy including rearmament with
Communist weapons. We felt
this to be a misguided policy
on the part of the Government
of Egypt. The state of Israel,
at the same time, felt increas-
ing anxiety for its safety. And
Great Britajin and France
feared more and more that
Egyptian policies threatened
their lifeline of the Suez Canal.

These matters came to a
crisis on July 26 of this year
when the Egyptian Govern-
ment seized the TUniversal
Suez Canal Company. For
ninety years, ever since the
inauguration of the canal,
that company has operated
the canal—largely under Brit-
ish and French technical su-
pervision.

Now, there were some
among our allies who urged
an immediate reaction to this
event by use of force. We in-
sistently urged otherwise, and
our wish prevailed, through a
long succession of conferences

And the’
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and negotiations, for weeks—
even months—with participa-
tion by the United Nations,

And there, in the United
Nations, only a short while
ago, on the basis of agreed
principles, it seemed that an
acceptable accord was within
our reach. :

But the direct relations of
Egypt with bhoth Israel and
France kept worsening to a
point at which first Israel,
then France—and Great Brit-
ain also—determined that, in
their judgment, there could be
no protection of their vital
interests without resort to
force.

Events Follow Swifily

Upon this decision events
followed swiftly.

On Sunday, the Israeli Gov-
ernment ordered total mobili-
zation,

On Monday, their armed
forces penetrated deeply into
Egypt and to the vicinity of
the Suez Canal—nearly 100

miles away.

And on Tuesday the British
and French Governments de-
livered a twelve-hour uilti-
matum to Israel and Egypt,
now followed up by armed
attack against Egypt.

The United States was not
consulted in any way ahout any
phase of these actions. Nor
were we informed of them in
advance.

As it is the manifest right
of any of these nations to
take such decisions and ac-
tions, it is likewise our right
if our judgment so dictates,
to dissent.

We believe these actions to
have been taken in crrov, for
we do not accept the use of
force as a wise or proper in-
strument for the settlement of
international disputes.

To say this, in this particu-
lar instance, is in no way to
minimize our friendship with
these natiorss, nor our deter-
mination to maintain those
friendships,

And we are fully aware of
the grave anxicties of Israel,
of Britain and France., We
know that they have been sub-
jected to grave and repcated
provocations.

The present fzct nonctheless
sems clear, The action taken
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doubt that resort to force and
war will for long serve the
permanent interests of the ate
tacking nations.

Now we must look to the °
future.

In the cirecumstances I have
described, there will be ne .
United States involvement in
these present hostilities, I °
therefore have no plan to.call
the Congress in special sese
sion, Of course, we shall cone
tinue to keep in contact with
Congressional leaders of both
parties. '

I assure you your Governe
ment will remain alert to
every possibility of this situa-
tion and keep in close contact
and coordination with the lege
Jslative branch of this Govern.
ment.

At the same time it is—and
it will remain—the dedicated
purpose of your Government
to do all in its power to local-
ize the fighting and to end the
conflict,

We took our -first measure
in this action yesterday. We
went to the United Nations
with a request that the forces
of Israel return to their own
line and that hostilities in the
area be brought to a close,

"This proposal wasg not
adopted because it was vetoed
by Great Britain and by
France, t

It is’ our hope and intent
that this matter will be
brought before the United Nas
tions General Assembly, There,
with no veto operating, the
opinion of the world can be
brought to bear in our quest
for a just end to this torment-
ing problem,

War No Remedy

In the past the United Na-
tions has proved able to find
& way to end bloodshed. We
believe it can and that it will
do so again,

My fellow citizens, as I re-
view the march of world
events in recent years I am
ever more deeply convinced
that the United Nations repre-
sents the soundest hope for
peace in the world. For this
very reason I believe that the
processes of the United Nae
tions need further to be devels
oped and strengthened,

I speak particularly of ine
creasing its ability to secure
justice under international law,

In all the recent troubles in
the Middle East there have,
indeed, been injustices sufe
fered by all nations involved. ,
But I do not believe that an-”
other instrument of injustice
—war— is a remedy for these
wrongs.

There can be no peace with-
out law. And there can he no
law if we work to invoke one
code of international conduct
for those who oppose, and ane
other for our friends.

The society of nations has
been slow in developing means
to apply this truth. But the
passionate longing for peace
on the part of all peoples of
the earth compels us to speed
our search for new and more
cffective instruments of jus-
tice.

The peace we seck and need

means much more than mere
absence of war. It means the
acceptance of law and the fos-
tering of justice in all the
world,
. To our principles guiding us
In this quest we must stand
fast. In so doing, we can
honor the hopes of all men for
a world in which peace will
truly and justly reign,

I thank you, and goodnight.



