US. LIMITSTRAVEL IN MIDEAST AREAS
By ALLEN DRURY Special to The New York Times.

New York Times (1857-Current file); Nov 1, 1956; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New Y ork Times (1851 - 2002)

pg. 23

1.8, LIMITS TRAVEL
IN MiDEAST AREAS

Bars All but Essential Trips
to Egypt, Israel, Syrla and
Jordan During Crisis

By ALLEN DRURY

Special to The New York Times,

WASHINGTON, Oct. 31—The
State Department placed a ban
today on virtually all travel to
Egypt, Israel, Jordan and Syria.
It 2lso urged all Americans
planning trips to other Middle
Eastern countries to defer them
“if it is at all possible to do so0.”

The ban came shortly after
the departraent had announced
that 1.888 of the 6,766 Ameri-
cans at present in the four des-
ignated countries had been evac-
uated. At the same time the
Navy announced that transport
and combat units of the Sixth
Fleet were standing by off
Haifa, Isracl and Alexandria,
Egypt to evacuate those of the
4,878 remaining who wished to
Ieave. A

The Navy also announced that
Admiral Walter Boone, com-
mander in chicef of the United
States aaval forces in the East-
ern Atlantic and Mcditerranean,
would shift his operating head-
quarters from London to the)
U. S. S. Pocono in Middle East- [
e waters.

Ships Urged to Avoid Sucz

The Maritime Administration
advised all United States mer-

chant ships to avoid the S“CZIOT these, it is understood that!
1,809 wish {o stay.
Egvpt—386 out, leaving 1,669

cast to all 1,100 ships of the»of 2,035 remaining.
; Jordan—148 out, leaving 1:2 twenty-seven United States tour-!

Canal until the danger thelel
was over. The advice was broad-!

Unitcd States merchant marine
in port and at sea.

The State Department’s trav el‘
han, providing exemptions only|
for news correspondents dlld
p(‘1<on< whose presence miglht,

be “in the Le:t interest of thc ~der

Umted States,” read as follows:

*The Deputment of State an-
nounced today that because of!
the troubled conditions in the
Eastern Mediterranean area,|
Passporis are not being issued, |
extended or rencwed- for travel:
to or in Egypt, Israel. deani
and Syria. Passports will he en-|
dorsed, 'this passport is not valid:
for travel to or in Egypt, Israel,:
Jordan and Syria.” An excep-!
tion may be made, however,
\\hcn the Depaltmcnt of State»

satisfied that the presence of‘
ne porson in one of these couns:
tries would be in the best in-;
terest of tle United States.i
When an exception is made. an!
appropriate endorsement will be!
blaced on the passport.

Persons planning travel in|
Middle Eastern countries other
than the four specified above for/ |
passport restrictions are urgod1
to defer their plans if it is at all:
possible to do so.

Existing Passporis Affcded l

Lincoln White, State Depart-!
nment press Olf!CCl, told reporters
that to protect citizens now|
traveling  in BEurope, United,
States Embaasxes would be ad-:
vised that United States pass-|
ports, even if not m\alldated,,
were not good for travel to t.m
four designated countries. {
said nonauls in the various cmesl
of Europe would he empowered;
to make exceptions, hut only on
the authorization of the State;
Department in Washington, !

Mr, White said bona fxde news
correspondents would receive ex—
emptlow from the ban as a stand-'
ing poliey.

Mr. White listed the number of
Americans evacuated from tne
four nations as follows:

Trrael—1.287 out, leaving 2 ‘21.;
still remaining of a total of 4, 130

;of a total of 320.
Syria—87 out, lcaving 194 re- John Sabini, United States V1ce1
maining of 281.
The Na\v said the units offiicans were stranded here yester-!
‘Haifa and ‘Alexandria were un-'dav when civil aircraft wele
help evacuate; grounded. i

Americans if commercial -ship-l
ping either was unavailable or
insufficient to do the job. Mr.
White said the State Department
had called on all merchant ships
to assist in removing Americans
from the- area. .The State De-
partment ~said  cleven United
States Air Force C-124 Globe-
master trahsport planes also
were assisting in the evacuation
of Americans from Israel.

Rome Embassy Directs Move
Special to The New York Times.

ROME, Oct. 31—The evacua-
tion of Americans from four
Middle East countries is being
coordinated by the United States
Embassy in Rome.

An embassy spokesman said
the plans for the evacuation had
been made long in advance as
normal procedure, They have
been in effect for the four
countries concerned since Sun-
day morning. Each TUnited
States Ambassador or minister
is responsible for the evacua-
tion of United States citizens in
his own territory.

If commmercial means of trans-
iport are not sufficient, the am-
ibassador or minister calls on
the ‘Rome Embassy. If ships
|have ‘to be requisitioned, the
{Navy is called in.

Airlift Used in Israel

Special to Thie New Youk Thines,

TEL AVIV, Isracl, Oct, 31—
Between 200 and 300 Amwericans
were cvacuated from the Lydda
airport here early this morning
by three United States Air Force
Globemasters. In addition six
naval air transports and six Air
Force Flying Boxcars evacuated
100,

The TUnited States destroyer
Dixon took 120 Americans
aboard at Haifa for evacuation
to Piraeus, Greece,

' 27 Americans Leave Jordan

AMMAN, Jordan, Oct, 31—A,
United States Air Force plane
‘left Amman this moining w1th1
ists and the wife and child of:

' Consul in Jerusalem. The Amer-;
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