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their constant threat of forcs to
destroy it and agree to negotiate a
permanent peace settlement, long
demanded by Israel. Indeed, as long
as ¥hey/ continue to flout both the
United Nations Charter and United
Nations ' decisions which created
Israel, even_ their right to seek the
protection of the United Nations is
subject to challenge. This is equally
true of Colonel Nasser’s high-handed
seizure of the Suez Canal in viadla-
tion of an international treaty and
the established international order,
not to speak of his whole program
of Arab imperialism. Tha test of
Egypt's good, faith in this matter
must be Egyptian agreement to
international control of the canal
which ' will- guarantee it "against
overt or covert misuse in the inter-
est of Colonel Nasser’'s imperial
plans. _
There 'is hope that the shock of
the new war will give new impetus!
to such solutions, and that, in fact,
the Egyptian military collapse, after
all Colonel Nasser's boasting, will
contribute to them. But it will also
require wise statesmanship and dy-
namic diplomacy to achieve these
ends. Thursday night's vote in the
General Assembly must now be fol-
‘lowed by constructive action.

AFTER THE U. N. VOTE

World-wide alarm over the new
war in the Middle East has found
forceful expression in the emergency
resolution adopted by an overwhelm-
ing majority of the General Assembly
of the United Nations, calling, “as &
matter of priority,” for an immediate
cease-fire, a halt to the movement
of military forces info the area and
a withdrawal of all forces behind
the previous armistice lines, The first
point applies to all belligerents; the
second to the poised British and
French landing forces along the
Suez Canal; the last, in view of the
rout of the Egyptians, to the forces
of Israel.

Whether and how far any of the
Governments involved will or can
comply with this resolution remains
to be seen. Israel hintg that it has
achieved its primary objective of
destroying the bhases of raiding
Egyptian terrorists, but an Israeli
withdrawal without further clarifi-
cation of the situation is another
matter. As for the British and
French, they have committed them-
selves to such an extent that it
would be difficult for them to with-|
draw without a collapse of their
present Governments and a loss of !
national prestige that would affect|
their whole position in the world.|
But the line-up in the Assembly,!
which found even North Atlantic'
alliance members and Common-
wealth countries voting against
them or abstaining, sis such that
they cannot ignore it.

This makes it a matter of urgency
to find solutions which will not
only permit the Governments in-
volved to save face but create con-
ditions that will preclude a repetition
of the present tragic events. Such
solutions can be found only in a
permanent and guaranteed peace
settlement between Israel and the
Arab states and a new regime for
the Suex Canal, putting that essen-
tial waterway under international
control.

This was the sentiment that
emerged toward the end of the dra-
matic and unprecedented Assembly
semion. There have been dozens of
genaral or local cease- fire orders
and agreements, but none lasted
long or settled anything. No better
fate can be predicted for the latest
order, even if obeyed, For that rea-
son, as Mr. Pearson of Canada
pointed®ut, the cease-fire resolution
is inadequate to achieve the Assem-
biy’'s purpose, and both Secretary
Dulles and Sir Pierson Dixon, the
British delegate, agreed with him
that something better than an un-
easy armistice or the present in-
security of the Suez Canal must be
achieved., Sir Pierson suggested a
suitably constituted conference to
work out a permanent peace for the
troubled region, with due regard for
thie legitimats interests of all con-
cerned.

As a first step in that direction
Mr, Pearson has proposed the cre-
ation of a United Nations police
force to keep peace in the area.
This idea was welcomed with “keen
interest” by Secretary Dulles, and
Prime Minister Eden has already
stated that Britain would gladly turn
over this task to such a force once
the position has been stabilized, But
even that step would be only a tem-
porary remedy and a preliminary
to more enduring measures.

Such measures demand, first of
all, that the Arab states finally rec-
ognige the existence of Israel, stop
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