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Combatants in Mideast

Arabs Have Greater Numbersand Area;
Israelis Superior in Spirit and Tactics

By HANSON W. BALDWIN

Th~ fighting in the Middle
East in effect pits mass against
m-mentum.

The Arabs enjoy the advan-|
tage of greatly superior num-
bers and of a much larger gco-
graphical area, the Israclis the
advantage of a superior offen-
sive spirit and greater tacti-
cal effectiveness, The current
confrontation, how-
ever, is far differ-
ent from that of
1948 or of the Suez
crisis in 1956,

In 1948, Israel
was weak. Today she is strong.!

In 1956, Egypt was the only
Arab combatant, and the Brit-
ish-French attack on Suez forced!
President Gamal Abdel Nasser}
to thin out his Sinai defenses..
Today Isracl faces an Egyptiani
Army two to threc times’
stronger in th2 Sinai Peninsuia,
than the forces defcated there;
in 1856, and she must divide her’
own troops to face threats from
Syria and Jordan, :

And today both sides have:
modern jet aircraft and some
airborne, seaborne and land-
based missiles, and the effects
of their use against cities and
civilian populations are unpre-
dictable.

In numbers of men in uni-
form, Israel is outnumbered
more than 2 to 1 if the United
Arab Republe, Syria, Jordan,:
Irag, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon!:
fully mobilize their reserves.

275,000 Israelis in Uniform

Israel probably has in some:
sort of uniform 275,000 to- 300,-!

000 men and women, with most:

of the rest of the nation con-:
rolled in some sort of auxiliary,

military service. Some of these!
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are armed, chiefly with infantry::

weapons, but there are ample!
numbers of rifles, machine guns,
submachine guns and small:
arms. |

The Israeli Army is organ-:
ized in four regular brigades|
of about 4,000 men each—one:
of them a paratroop infantry
brigade—and a separate ar-
mored unit of divisional size.
There are about 24 rescrve bri-
gadse, many of which use re-
quisitioned commercial vehicles
for transport.

Israel has more than 650
tanks and 200 to 300 self-pro-
pelled guns. The tanks include
old United States model Sher-
mans, French AMX-13 light
tanks, the newer United States
M-48 tank with a 80-mm. gun,
and the British Centurion.

Antitank guns include 106-:
mm. recoilless rifles, mounted
on jeeps, and French antitank
missiles.

Israel's air strength numbers;
about 450 planes—French Mi-
rage, Mystére, Vautour and
Ouragon fighters and fighter-
bombers, armed with missiles
as well as guns and bombs.

Her airfields and principal
cities are defended by two bat-
talions—about 32 missile launch-
ers—of United States type Hawk
surface-to-air missiles. If prop-
erly used and maintained, these
are deadly against aircraft from
low to medium altitudes,

The small Israeli Navy in-
cludes three destroyer types, a
couple of submarines and motor
torpedo boats and small craft.

The six principal Arab states
involved—the United Arab Re-
public, Syria, Jordan, Iragq,
Sandi Avabia and Lebhanon—
have armed forces that total,
at  full  mobilization, about
650.000. f

Kuwait, the Sudan and Libya’
add 10,000 to 20,000 more, and
Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco
100,000 to 150.000. Thesc fig-
ures, however, have little reality
as applied to the scene of fight-
ing,.

The principal Arab fighting
forces are being furnished by
the United Arab Recpublic, Syr-
ia and Jordan, with some addi-
tional units from Iraq and token
forces from some of the smaller
nations. It is, indecd, doubtful
that the Arabs have any great
nurerical advantage along Is-
rael's frontiers except, perhaps,
in Sinai,

The United Arab Republic
has six to seven divisions, sop-
arate brigades and parachute
units — a total of almost 300,-

000 men in its armed forces.
About 40,000 of these are tied|
down in Yemecn, and there are!
reported to be 60,000 to 80,000
in the Sinai peninsula. !
~ The Egyptians also have
abcut 1,200 tanks and self-
propelled guns and about 500
alrcraft, including 50 MIG-21's.
Soviet SAM-2 missiles, of the
type used by the North Viet-
namese, and radar-controlled 85-
mm, antiairecraft guns defend;
Egyptian fields.
~ The navy has nine former So-'

viet submarines
and Osa-class torpedo boats.
cquipped with winged guided
missiles of about a 20-mile
range. The navy also has six
destroyer tvpes and many
smaller vessels.

Syria has 60,000 to 100,000
men at full strength, about 400
tanks and sclf-propelled guns
and about 150 aircraft. H

Jordan, with one of the best
of the Arab armies, could mus-.
ter 70,000 to 80,000 men, includ-!
ing some half-trained Palestini-
ans and the so-called National
Guard. She has several hun-!
dred combat vchicles and abouti
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150 planes. '

Iraq hrs six diviciens, 400
tanks and 200 plancs—a total
mobilized force of about 100.000.
But only a fraction of this num-
ber could be supported in Syvia,
Jordan or the United Arab Re-
public. .

Arab Long-Term Assct

The Arsb advantage in mass
is morc of a long-term than an
immediate asset and would prob-;
ably become of maximum im-i
portance only if all of the Arab!
League members participatedi
fully in the war and if the drain!
of continuing casualties and:
losses were to slowly weaken'
Tsrael.

It is an advantage that was
offset at the start of fighting—-
as yesterday's combat reports:

itended to show—by sugerior Is-!

raeli cohesiveness, a greator'
technological mastery of weap-:
ons and superiority in air war-!
farc and mobilec land warfare.
Israel’s armed forces, more--
over, are keyed to a high na-
tional spirit, and Maj. Gen.’
Moshe Dayan, the onc-eyed hero:
of the Sinai campaign in 1955!
and now Minister of Defense,
i3 a firm believer in the utmost;

juse of force in war and of the:

offensive spirit. !

As chief of staff in 1956, Gen-:
cral Dayan recognized the im-!
portance of time, and today he!
is likely to try to win key ob-i
jectives quickly before possible|
great-power intervention can,
take place or attrition set in. !

The Sharm el Sheik and!
Strait of Tiran area is one of
these probable objectives. I

The key to northern Sinai:
and the Gaza strip, which is:
difficult to defend, is the tri-!
angle formed by Rafah, EI!
Arish and Abu Agelia. This!
area commands the prinicpal}
roads, the railroad and the!
desert tracks leading acrossl
Sinai to Suez and into Isracl. |
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