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Israel’s Sweeping Victory Is Likely
To Intensify Conflicts in Mideast

By HANSON W. BALDWIN

The equation of power in the
Middle East has been material-
1y changed by the swecping Is-
raeli victories.

But the outlook is that the
basic national, ethnic, religious

and economic conflicts have
been  sharpened, not reduced.
The area's oil resources, its

vital waterway, the Suez Canal,

and its strategic

and geographicim-

News portance as a land
Analysis bridge to three

continents seem
certain to keep Lhe
Middle East a focal point of
contention.

Israeli now holds strategic
positions that make her fron-
tiers and her interests far
more defensible than in the
past—the Old Cily of Jeru-
salem, the west bank of the
Jordan River, positions domi-
nating the Strait of Tiran, the
Gaza Strip and kcy communi-
calions junctions in Sinai. She
is not likely to surrender these
quickly.

To her grcat superiority in
the professional and psycho-
logical intangibles of war—
lcadership, tactics. technology,
morale—Isracl has now added
a striking increase in mate-
rial superiority. The Egyptian
and Jordanian air forces have
been almost wiped out, the
Syrian crippled and the Iragi
hurt. Large numbers of cap-
tured tanks, trucks, guns and
small arms will greatly in-
crease the strength of the Is-
racli ground forces, while Lhe
losses will diminish the
strength of the Arah states,
and of Egypt in particular.

For some time tn com:, un-

less there is great-power in-
tervention, Isracl will have
military  superiosity in  the
arca. She has Dbecome not

only the strongest single pow-
er in thr Middle East—rxcept
perhaps for Turkey-—-but one
that clearly outbalances the
Arab states collectively.

Bitterness Likely to Grow

This shift in the balance of
power, and the psychological
and political impact of the Is-
raeli victories, are bound to in-
fluence the inter-Arab conflicts
in the arca.

Both the war in Yemen be-
tween republican and royalist
forces and their supporters and
the terrorism in Aden arc likely
to be intensified.

The defeat is certain to foster
a bond of Arab and Moslem
hitterness. But it seems unlikely
that this bond will be strong
cnough in practical power terms
to surmount Arab differences
and forge a rcal Arab-Moslem
military-po..tical common front.

In terms of power, the Arab
renalssance that  President
Gamal Abdel Nasser has so de-
terminedly sought to lead seems
a long way off.

Among the great powcers, the
Bovict Union appears to be the

most affected by the swift de-
feat of the Arabs. The tra-
ditional and long-term ambi-
tions of Russia in the area—am-
bitions that predate commu-
nism—include possecssion of., or
access to, a warm water port
on an open occan. The usctul-
ness of Sovirt ports on the
Black Sca is limited by Turkish
control aver the straits leading
to the Meditervinean.

The desire for such a port,
though muted, has ncever been
rclinquished. To it, in the Com-
munist era, has been coupled
the objective of exereising some
control, if only by proxy, over
the Suez Canal and the Red
Sea, key walerways for the
world’'s shipping.

Soviet influence, usually ox-
crelsed indirectly by arms or
cconomic aid, or construction
projects in Egypt. Yemen and
Aden, has given Moscow foot-
holds adjacent to these water-
Ways.

Soviet Navy Ixpanded

This cxercise of influence
along the narrow bottienecks
of world shipping in a region
whose oil is highly important
to the West has been accom-
panied by a great enlargement
of the Soviet merchant marine
and Navy. For the first time
in the Communist era, a Sovict
Mediterrancan fleet or task
force is now maintained.

This expansion to the high
scas appears to be an important
part of the Communist pro-
gram for development and ex-
pansion of Soviet power, and the
Middlc Eastern events will cer-
tainly not halt this. Indeed, they
may oxpand il. The Soviet Mcdi-
terrancan task force is not de-
pendent upon bases in Arah
states  and  probably will be
maintained whether or not such
bases are available,

On the other hand, Moscow
may reconsider its methods and
policies if not its objectives.
The Communists apparently
overestimated Arab military ca-
pabilities, particularly the Egyp-
tians’. They must now decide
whether it is in their interest
to continue indefinitely the vast
program of arms and cconomic
aid they have provided in the
past. If they decide that it is,
they may drive a hard bargain
with the Arabs and insist upon
a much larger measure of Soviet
control over the aid. This could
lead to greater Communist pene-
tration of the arca.

‘Desertion' Scen

But the freely expressed feel-
ing of Arab diplomats that the
Soviet Union ‘“deserted” its pro-
tegés in the Middle East when
the pressure was on will handi-
cap any attempt by the Rus-
sians to mend tfences. It is con-
cei zable that the Chinese Com-
munists may try to make polit-
ical and psychological gains
in this situation, hut the actual
material aid Pcking can give
the Arabs is limnited.
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