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صريهودَمَ َ--َفرعونَلَ ظَ َفىَأةشَ النَ   

مزراحى.َالدكتورَموريسَمَ  

 

.السلامَعليكمَورحمةَاللهَوبركاته  

صرَمَ َ–مولودَفىَالقاهرةَ,َأناَيهودى.َإسمىَموريسَمزراحىَأنا

وفمبرَهاَفىَنكَ رَ علىَتَ َتَ رَ بَ جَ حتىَأ ََصرعشتَفىَمَ َوَ,9191سنةَ

بعدَحربَ,َسنةَعشرَثمانيةمرَحينهاَأبلغَمنَالعَ َكنتَ َو,9176َ

َرَ عنَالشَلأنىَأريدكَأنَتعرفَالفديوَلَهذاجَ سَ أ ََو.َالستةَأيام

هدفىَمنََو.َاليهودَمنَالدولَالعربيةَاىَعاناهالتَوسوءَالمعاملة

ََنَ كانواَمَ َنَ مَ َعَأىَ نَ هذاَهوَمَ  َ,عاءدَ ألأشخاصَذوَالنيةَالسيئةَمنَأل 

لمَوءَالمعاملةَسَ َوَالشرَ َمنَناه يَ آسَ َوَناه يَ ماَعانَ َبأنَ َ,ما-فىَيومَ 

كماَيَ ,َقا َل َطَ مَ َثَ دَ حَ يَ  ونَتماماَ  ع  دةَالتىَقامتَمحرقةَوالباالَبأنَوماليد 

َ لَ عَ َ.ثَ دَ حَ لمَتَ َ,ضدَاليهود,َبهاَالنازية .علا َف ََتَ ل َصَ بأنهاَحَ َ--ما  

.صرمَ َيهودَمصيرعلىََلَ دَ هناكَالدلائلَالتىَتَ   

كانَفىَمدينةَ.َلَ زَ منذَقديمَألأ ََةَ يهوديَ َةَ صرَطائفَ فىَمَ كانَ

,َتَ ضَ مَ َسنةَوخمسمائةَينألفَذَأكثرَمننمهوديةَألسكندريةَطائفةَي

الحاخامََموسىَبنَميمون.ََمنَالسنينتَهذهَالطائفةَلمئاَتَ رَ هَ دَ زَ واَ 

عملَفىََعاشَوَ,"زميموند"َالمعروفَباسمَ,الفليسوفَاليهودىَو

َوَقَ ثائَ منَالوَ َا َنوزكَ َنَ كماَأ ََ.فىَالقرنَالثانيَعشرَصرمَ َ–القاهرةَ
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فىَمصرَالقديمةَعزراََنَ داتَالتىَاكتشفوهاَفىَمعبدَبَ نَ المستَ 

علىَوجودَالطائفةََدَ هَ شَ تَ َ,فىَالقرنَالتاسعَعشرَ,(الفسطاط)

.لليهوديةَفىَمصرَمنذَقديمَألأزَ ا  

هَ  اج  عصيبةَوَطيبةَوَصرَأوقاتا َمَ َاليهودَفىَوقدَو  َ.ةيَ نَ ضَ مَ َأوقاتاَ 

فىَسنةَ جميعَيهودََبإبادةَ,حاكمَمصرَ,أحمدَباشاَرَ رَ قَ ,9259َفمثلاَ 

كانَفىَنفسََوَ.إلاَإذاَدفعواَلهَمبالغَباهظةَمنَالمالَ,مدينةَالقاهرة

فىَعصرَالدولةََ,نَسليمانبالنقلابَعلىَالسلطاَطَ طَ خَ الوقتَيَ 

للقضاءَعلىََدَ دَ حَ ومَالمَ فسَاليفىَنَهَ أنَ َ,اللهَبرعايةَ,ثَ دَ حَ .َالعثمانية

الجنودَالموالونَ-دَ علىَيَ َ,حاكمَمصرَ,أحمدَباشاَلَ تَ ق ََأن,َاليهود

َ.منَالهلاكَىَاليهودجَ نَ َكَ بذل ََوَ.سليمانَلسلطان  

منََوَ,محمدَعلىَباشاَمَ دَ قَ تَ اسَ َ,فىَمنتصفَالقرنَالتاسعَعشروَ

كثيراَ ,َصرإلىَمَ ,َالدولةَالعثمانيةَلَ بَ نونَمنَق َيَ عَ امَالمَ كَ منَالحَ َعوه بَ تَ 

.الَفىَالنهضةَالقتصاديةعَ منَاليهودَالذينَساهمواَبشكلَفَ   

ارَوتَ َمفكرينَوَمنهمَوزراءَوَرَ هَ قدَظَ َو َقوميونَوَوَاءَ بَ طَ أ ََج 

َ,ىالمحلاتَالكبرَجميعَنَ كماَأ َ.َاؤونَ نَ بَ َنَومهندسوَقتصاديونَوإ

.اليهودعلىَيدََتَ سَ تأسَ َ,باستثناءَواحدةَفقط  

.َطىَالحالسَ وَ متَ َالغنىَوَكانَبينهمَالفقيرَو.َدَ دَ عَ تَ فكانَنشاطهمَمَ 

صغيراَ حَ مَ َكَ ل مََ يَ َأبيكانَ.َكانتَعائلتىَمنَمتوسطىَالحال لاَ 

إثنينََمَ دَ خَ تَ سَ يَ َوَ,"إيرما"ىَألآنَمَ سَ يَ َوَ,"مزراحى"للملابسَبإسمَ

عنَمَ ,َطَالمدينةسَ وَ فىَ,َمنَالموظفين .نانَ كَ سَ وكانَليسَبعيداَ   
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َ,اليهودَمَ ظَ عَ لمَ الجنسيةَالمصريةََالحكومةَالمصريةَمنحتَرفض

ىَنَ يَ عَ رَمَ يَ غَ )كانواَيعتبرونَ.َلوَكانواَمولودينَفىَمصرَوىَحت

َمنهمَقليلَدَ دَ عَ .َةهَ جَ َةَ ةَمنَأيَ قايَ وَ ةَأوَصانَ حَ َوليسَلهمَأىَ َ(الجنسية

.ألأوليةَمَ هَ اتَ دارَ نحَ منَخلالَإ َالحصولَعلىَجنسياتَأوربيةََاستطاع  

َو,9191َفىَسنةََةَ مَ سَ نَ َألفَمائةَنَ مَ َبَ رَ قَ يهودَمصرَيَ َكانَعدد

قامتَمصرَبإرسالَالجيسَالمصرىََ,دولةَإسرائيلَتَ أ َشَ نَ عندماَ

اليهودَفىََناقَ علىَأعَ َيقَ ضَ يَ َناقَ هاَبدأَالخَ ينَ حَ َو.َميرَإسرائيلدَ لتَ 

بعدََرصشخصَفىَمَ َآلافَرةشَ عَ َالىَ وَ منَاليهودَحَ َق يَ بَ .َصرمَ 

َدَ نَ شخصَفىَمصرَعَ َالفينَىَ ق َبَ َو.9127َسنةََ,حربَالسويس

منهمَتَ نَ كَ َوَ,9176سنةََ,حربَالستةَأيامَلاعَ دَ ن إَ َتَ كَ رَ تَ .َأناَواحداَ 

واحدَمنَأواخرَاليهودََتَ نَ كَ َو,9176َنوفمبرَسنةََفىَأوائلَصرمَ 

َ,منَاليهودَاتَ نَ سَ مَ َسيداتَ َةَ عَ ضَ ىَبَ قَ بَ اليومَتَ .َصركواَمَ رَ الذينَتَ 

.متزوجينَمنَأشخاصَغيرَيهودبعضهمَ  

اليهود؟ََةَ بَ قَ كيفَضاقَالخناقَعلىَرَ   

كانتَتحتََوَ,عليهاَالحراسةَتَ عَ ضَ المؤسساتَالكبرىَوَ مَظَ عَ مَ َ-

يَ َو,َالحكومةَلَ بَ سيطرةَمندوبينَمنَق َ صاحبَالمؤسسةَكموظفََنَ ع 

.َيلئَ ضَ َبَ تَ رَ مَ َهَ ل ََعَ فَ دَ يَ   

َوَ,أبيَسَ مَ بماَفيهاَماَيَ َ,تَ يَ ا ل غَ التصديرََوتراخيصَألستيرادََ-

بالغا ََتَ رَ ضَ التىَأ َ .َلأعمالهَضرراَ   
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دَ َوَ,لواصَ اَأنَالموظفينَاليهودَفىَالحكومةَف َمَ كَ َ- َلَ بَ جميعَالسَ َتَ س 

.َونَعملا َدَ جَ أصبحواَلاَيَ .َاليهودفىَوجهَ  

.َللحمايةَهمتَعليضَ رَ ف ََىَومبالغاوَ شَ رَ َعَ فَ دَ َ-  

دَ حَ َ- م  .َتساباتهمَفىَالبنوكَج   

تَ ش دَ َ- .َالجميعَمَ عَ الخوفَكانَيَ .َالرقابةَعليهمَد   

.َرَبلاَعودةفَ َإذاَكانَسَ إلا ََ,عَ نَ إلىَالخارجَمَ َرَ فَ السَ َ-  

دَ طَ َنَ منهمَمَ َوَ,اينوَ هَ أ ََبواَوزَ عَ َلواَوق َتَ عَ مئاتَمنهمَأ ََ- َبَ صَ غَ َوَ,ر 

رجعواَإنهمَلنَيَوَ,همممتلكاتَ واَكلَفَ صَ َمَ هَ علىَإمضاءَأوراقَبأنَ 
.َصرإلىَمَ َثانيةَ   

َ.فىَحارةَاليهودَبَ هَ نَ َوَيرَ مَ دَ تَ َلَوتَ قَ َوَبَ غَ ثَشَ وحدَوَ-  

دافعَنَيَ مَ َدَ جَ ؟َلاَيوَ رَ كَ ذَ تَ .َصانةلاَحَ كانَاليهودَبَ .َةا نََ للجَ َةَ بَ اسَ لاَمحَو

.مَ هَ نَ عَ   

َ,بعضَالمصريينحت ىََوَ,بأنَبعضَألأجانبَأشارالبعضَأيضا َ

َمحرقةَكاتبَكماَقالَ,لكن.َهذاَصحيح.َنالواَمنَنفسَالمعاملة

ولكنَكلَاليهودََ,اياَيهودحَ لمَيكنَكلَالضَ َ:"لزييإيلىَو"اليهودَ

.اياحَ كانواَضَ   

لاجئََألفَخمسينَوَمئةَثمانيحوالىَكانَهناكََ,بالختصار

َدادَ عَ تَ بخلافََ,إلىَاليمنَالمغربمنََ,يهودىَمنَالبلادَالعربية

ةَفىَالبلادَيقَ مَ عَ َورَ فالطوائفَالقديمةَالتىَكانتَلهاَجزَ.مَ هَ أبنائَ 
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َمنَمليونَحوالي,َالواحدةَبعدَألأخرىَ,عتَجزورهال تََ قَ أ َقدََ,العربية

ا؟فلماذاَلاَيريدَالعالمَأنَيعرفَأىَشئَعنَ َ.النفوس  

َرَ مصادَ َنَ مَ َيكنَأىَ َلمَ,ثَ دَ حَ تَ َىسَ آهذهَالمَكانتَكلعندماَ:َالجواب

َ,نابَ َحيطَ تَ َللمصائبَالتىَكانتَاهتمامَأوَةتالتفاَيرَأىعَ لعلامَيَ ا

علىَصفحاتََوَ,فىَإذاعاتهمَالمسائيةَهاورشَ نَ مَأنَيَ هَ بَ َرَ دَ جَ وكانَيَ 

َانَ يَ ةَلبَ إيجابيَ َممَالمتحدةَلمَتتخذَأىَقراراتَ فألأ َ.َالرئيسيةَجرائدهم

يفعلهََهذاَماَوَ,سناَإلاَيهوداَفىَجميعَألأحوالَل َفكنَ .َنابَ صائَ مَ 

َنبدأَثانيةَ َوَ,دفىَألأرضَكالمشردينَإلىَألأبَ َهانَ وَ هوَالتَ َوَ,اليهود

فىَبعضَألأحيانََوَ,مرةَبعدَأخرىَ,فىَبلادَغريبةَرَ فَ منَالصَ 

.َرَ فَ اَمنَالصَ نىَهَ نَ عَ وأ َ.َواحدالشخصَالينَأوَثلاثَفىَحياةَمرت

.ينىبَ جَ َقَ رَ عَ َمنَكلَقرشَ َتَ بَ سَ صرَاكتَ مَ َتَ كَ رَ أنَتَ َذَ نَ فمَ   

كوناَرَ تَ لمَيَ َ,جميعَأنحاءَالعالمفىََوَ,لَ وَ فىَسائرَالدَ َسرائيلَوإفىَ

ن عونناَلمَوَ,عَ علىَالمجتمَ َعالةَ َلاجئينَو م  ناَإعطائَ َوَ,منَالعملَي 

َلاَوَ,اَعلىَأرتكابَعملياتَإرهابيةنَ نَ وضَ رَ حَ لاَيَ َوَ,الجنسية

كماَفعلتَالبلادَالعربيةَمعَإخوانهمََ,ورَ فىَالزَ َةَ كَ وَ ناَكشَ لونَ مَ عَ تَ سَ يَ 

َوََ,سيةحوناَالجننَ مَ َوَ,بَ حَ رَ َرَ دَ صَ استقبلوناَبَ .َالفلسطينيينَالعرب

َحوالىَثلثىَ َ.ةيَ ق َنَ َبدايةَ َريفةَوشَ َاَبحياةَ نسمحواَل َ.َلَ مَ ناَبالعَ سمحواَل َ

.ىَبلادَالعالملثَألآخرَإلىَباق َالثَ َوَ,اليهودَذهبَإلىَاسرائيل  

عندماَهىَصرَأتىَفىَمَ شَ نَ َدَ نَ ىَعَ نَ تَ هَ مورَالتىَواجَ ألأ َبَعَ منَأصَ 

َ,ألأخرىبعضََواحدةَ َ,فىلتىَتختَ عائَ َاءَ ضَ عَ أصدقائىَوأ ََىَ أرَ َتَ نَ كَ 

بعدَعامو نَالمستمرالصامتَعندماَزَ عمليةَهذاَالحَ َتَ أ دََ تَ ابَ .َعاماَ 
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َ.عمراَفىَالسابعةَمنَالكنَ .َصرمَ َكَ رَ تَ اىَأنَتَ بَ صديقةَصَ َتَ رَ طَ ضَ إ

دائماَ َأبيكانَ.َصرفىَمَ َفقطوَأ م يََأبيَمعأناََيتَ ق َفىَالنهايةَبَ َو

أنََلينَوائَ فَ تَ مَ َنَ كَ ن لَ ََ.نفَ دَ هناَسأ ََوَتَ دَ ل َهناَوَ ,َوطنيهذاَهوََ:يقول

َ,حيانَكانَهذاَهوَالسلوكَالصحيحفىَبعضَألأ.َنَ سَ حَ تَ تَ ألأمورَسَ 

أخرىَ أنَنعرفََعَ تَ طَ سَ لمَنَ َوَ,كانَهذاَهوَالسلوكَالخاطئوأحياناَ 

.9161صرَسنةَفىَمَ َأبيقدَتوفىََوَ.حَ صَ ماَهوَألأ َهَ أيَ   

رةَالمفروضةَعلىَمناهجَمثانىَألأمورَالصعبةَهوَالدعايةَالمستَو

أوَخلفََ,ىَخلفَنصوصَألأدبَالعربىوارَ تَ كانتَتَ َوَ,التعليم

فَ حَ بَ َعليناَضَ رَ فَ يَ عندماَكانََ,النداءاتَالوطنيةَتعليماتَالحكومةَو
َظَ 

َ,سرائيلإَبكراهيةَالغربَوَ,بَ طَ الخَ َكاملةَمنَالمساجلاتَوَقاطعمَ 

لاَيزالََو.َا َمَ هاَصَ ظَ فَ ىَأنَأحَ روضَعل َكانَالفَ َ.عاداتَالساميةمَ َو

علىَسبيلَالمثالَفىَإحدىََو.َلآخرَينَ منَحَ َ,جَ عَ زَ مَ ابوسَيأتينىَك

َ,تتكلمَعلىَجمالَفلسطينَ,اهَ ظَ فَ حَ أجبرونىَعلىَالتىََ,أبياتَالشعر

ستكونََوَوطنا ََلهمَتكونَ َوَ,للفلسطينيينَالعربَترجعَثانيةَ التىَس

:للصهيونيةَةَ رَ بَ قَ مَ   

وَلَمنَأرضهاعَ جَ فإن اَسنَ "َ ".نا َفَ دَ مَ َلكمَلناَوطناَ   

أىَكَ ل َطَ مَ َلمَاسمعَ وَلاَ.َحَمعَاليهودتسامَ العنَالسلامَأوََةَ مَ ل َقاَ 

.اليومَهوَكما,َمومسَ َهَ ل كََ َكلامَ َعنَلا َوالصحافةَإفىَألذاعةََعَ مَ سَ تَ   

َثمانيةبينَسنََكانَ َنَ مَ َ,كلَيهودىَ َلَ ق َتَ عَ إ,9176َماَقامتَحربَدَ نَ عَ 

وَلقدَلاقوا.َستينإلىََعشر أليماَ  تحتَظروفََإهاناتَبالغةَعذاباَ 



7 
 

قدَنجتَعائلتىَمنَألعتقالََو.َهاثَ حوادَ َدَ هَ نَشَ كلَمَ اهاَوَ رَ َ,سيئة

ََةَ عَ ضَ بَ بَ َعشرَثمانيةَنَ سَ َدَ عَ بَ َمَ لمَأتَ َنتَ ىَكَ إنَ بسببَ
َأبيكانََوَ,رَ هَ شَ أ 

ىَأفرادَعائلتىَالكبيرةَقدَكماَأنَباق َ,َلَ قَ تَ عَ فلمَيَ َ,سنةَستينفوقََهَ نَ سَ 

.لَ بَ منَقَ َ,سافروا  

لىََقبلَأنَيسمحواَ,لَ مَ الأ ََبينَاليأسَوَلمدةَأربعةَأشهرَتَ يَ لقدَعانَ 

كونناَرَ تَ لمَيَ فلماذاََ,اءقَ اَالبَ يريدونَمنَ َنَ كَ لماذا؟َإذاَلمَيَ .َالبلادَةَ رَ غادَ بمَ 

ألستيلاءَعلىََمَ هَ نَ كَ مَ حتىَيَ َ,ناراجَ بإخَ عواَرَ سَ اذاَلمَيَ لمََفورا ؟َرَ غادَ نَ 

ونَأنناَنمتلكَنواَيظنَ ماَكابَ رَ .َفَ رَ لاَأعَ .َ؟تَ قَ وَ َعَ رَ فىَأسَ َناكاتَ ل تََ مَ مَ 

ةَ خَ مَ َثروةَ  ئ  كانواَ,َلتحادَالسوفينىاإلىَعهدََ,منذَعهدَالفراعنةََ.ب 

َلَ ضَ فَ نَ و,َغادرونيَ َمَ هَ عَ دَ لنَنَ َوَ,اليهودَهَ رَ كَ نحنَنَ َ,نعمَ:يقولون

.مَ هَ التنكيلَبَ َاستعبادهمَو  

علىَََتَ لَ صَ حَ 9176ََأكتوبرَمنَالعشرينَوَالثامنةفىَ,َوأخيرا َ

اعطونىَ.َهذاَاليهودىبيلَىَسَ ل َخَ فرعونَأنَيَ َرَ رَ قَ .َتصريحَالخروج

خروجَمنَتأشيرةَالَكانَعلىَكلَجانبَو.َوعينَللخروجمدةَاسب

هىََو"َيهودى"هذاَالحرفَمعناهََو.َباللونَألأحمرَ"ى"حرفَالياءَ

َو,َلمضايقةَحاملَتأشيرةَالخروجَ,التفتيشَولرجالَالضبطََ,إشارة

ضايقونىعَ ف َ .لاَ   

بمهَ ألآنَيهودَالبلادَالعربيةَيتكلمونَجَ َأ دََ تَ ب إَو َ,قبلَهذا.َمسيهَ آراَ 

كانَلاَيزالَ ل َعَ َرَ هَ الخوفَمنَالجَ َوَ,ةبَ هَ ت لَ مََ َزالَ كانتَالجروحَلاَتَ  َناَ 

ف َ ناءَمستقبلناَفىَوبَ َ,فىَجهادَفىَسبيلَلقمةَالعيشاَكماَكنَ َ,ميهَ كامناَ 

.َديدةاللغةَالجَ َةَ لاقَ بطَ َثَ دَ حَ التَ َجيدَ اَلاَنَ كماَكنَ َ,هذهَالظروفَالعصيبة
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نَ َرَ بَ كَ عندماَنَ ,َبجانبَهذا ناَلتسجيلَتاريخناَتياجَ حَ إبَرَ عَ شَ نَ َ,فيَالس 

أنََتَ تارَ خَ إفكماَأنَوسائلَألعلامَ.َللأجيالَالقادمةَةَ رَ بَ ليكونَعَ 

َ,نَجانبنايَ بَ اَفىَأنَنَ نَ تَ حاجَ بَ َرَأيضا َعَ شَ نَ ,َفقطَنَجانبَالفلسطينيينيَ بَ تَ 

.جالالمَ ذاَفىَه  

,معَاسرائيلَأنَمعاهدةَالسلامرغمَمنَلباَ-  

,ثيقةَمعَالولاياتَالمتحدةالوَ َلاتَ بالرغمَمنَالصَ َوَ-  

,اتدَ بالرغمَمنَعشراتَالملياراتَمنَالدولاراتََمنَالمساعَ َوَ-  

منَوثائقََ,صراليهودَفىَمَ َهَ كَ رَ جَماَتَ خروَضَ ف َرَ صرَتَ مَ َتزالَ َلاَ-

.اليهودَفىَمصرَهَ ركَ الذىَتَراثَ قاياَالتَ بَ َوَمستنداتَو  

ََجاعَ رَ تَ سَ لأىَتعويضاتََعَ فَ دَ تَ َمَ ل َالتىَصرَمَ َمَعنل كََ أتَ َلمأناَ

لتَعَ كماَفَ َ,صرمنَأملاكَيهودَمَ َهَ تَ رَ اَصادَ مَ مَ ملياراتَالدولاراتَ

.َالدولَالحرةَمعَطوائفَاليهودَالمختلفة  

َ,شيءَأيَبدونَصرمَ ناَعلىَمغادرةَرَ بَ جَ أ ََناعنَإنَ َمل كََ أتَ َكماَأناَلم

.ناَأمهاتناتَ دَ ل َكماَوَ   

عنَمعاملاتهاََ,دَ عَ بَ َ-رَ ذَ تَ عَ لمَتَ التىَصرَعنَأنَمَ َمل كََ أتَ لمَاَكماَأن

.كماَفعلَالعالمَالحرَمعَالطوائفَاليهوديةَألأخرى,َئةَلليهودالسيَ   

عنََ,هاَالرسميةتَ لا َجَ فىَسَ َ,لمَتعترفالتىَصرَعنَمَ َمل كََ أتَ َكماَأناَلم

كماَفعلَالعالمَالحرَمعَالطوائفََ,صرمةَاليهودَفىَنهضةَمَ ساهَ مَ 

.اليهوديةَألأخرى  
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َراثَ اياَالتَ قَ بَ َمستنداتَوَوثائقَوَليمَ سَ تَ صرَعنَرفضَمَ َمل كََ أتَ بلَأناَ

.صراليهودَفىَمَ َهَ الذىَتركَ   

منَكانَغيرمشاركَفىَمعاملاتناَلكلََأوَعداءَ َدَ قَ أىَحَ َلَ مَ أحَ أناَلاَ

قتناَفىَوَعَ يَ ضَ نَ سَ َ,نحنَاليهودَ,اإذاَكنَ .َصرفىَمَ السيئةَالتىَلاقيناهاَ

َمةَفىَالتقدمَألنسانىساهَ اَنستطيعَالمَ ماَكنَ ل ََ,إليناَكلَمنَأساءَ َهَ رَ كَ 

نحنَاليهودَ.َلا َالحاقدَأوَ َمَ دَ هَ يَ َدَ قَ عروفَأنَالحَ مال.َكماَنقومَبهَاليوم

.نامَ دَ قَ ناَوتَ يراتَ سَ نسيرَفىَمَ َنَ كَ ل ََوَ,ماتدَ ىَالكَ قَ ل تََ نَ   

لاَأزالَأتراسلََو.َملاءَمسيحيينَومسلمينفىَالمدرسةَمعَزَ َتَ نَ كَ 

عنَناَكنَ مَ ماَدَ .َعلىَالحاسوبَ َلةراسَ المَ َةَ أ َشَ نَ معهمَمنذَ اَبعيداَ 

العلاقةََرَ دَ قَ نَ َوَ,طيبةَوَ,ةيَ دَ العلاقةَوَ َلَ ظَ تَ سَ َ,الدينَالسياسةَو

َاَهووهذ.َطيبةَلَ ظَ لاقةَالشخصيةَتَ العَ .َا يََ وَ سَ التاريخيةَأثناءَالدراسةَ

فىَ.َكريمَوَافَ يَ ضَ مَ َودَودَ الشعبَوَ .َالحالَفىَالشرقَألأوسط

اَأنَإمَ َ,ةَ يَ ن لَ َفىَالعلاقاتَالعَ َوَ,رَ سَ تسمعَماَيَ َ,العلاقاتَالشخصية

منَالنَ ,َىَالجوجارَ أوَيَ َ,تَ مَ صَ الشخصَيَ  فىََكَ سَ فَ نَ َدَ جَ تَ فَ .َدَ قَ خوفاَ 

.فيماَيقصدونَةَ يرَ حَ   

.َضةغامَ َقَ رَ بطَ َلمَ عَ يَ َاللهَإنَ.لَ اؤَ فَ فىَتَ َمَ كَ دعونىَأتركَ ,َفىَالنهايةَو

َيحتَ َ,صرنتَفىَمَ اَإذاَكَ عمَ َ,ناَفىَالولاياتَالمتحدةَأسعدَحالا َأناَهَ 

:العبريةَباللغةَ,كماَيقولونَفىَالمزاميرَوَ,ألأحوالَنَ سَ فىَأحَ   

הנה לו ינום ולו ישן שומר ישראלَََََ  

:معناهاوَ  
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ف لَنامَولاَيَ َ,سرائيلإحافظَ,َإنَالله غ  .لاَي   

:أخيرا ََو  

ق يمَ  . ت  س  َم  اط  ر  يَمنَيشاءَإلىَص  دَ  هَ   وَاللهَيدعوَإلىَدارَالسلامَوَيَ 

 

=============== 

:ملخصَ  

إلى9191ََمنَسنةََمصر،َفيَكيهوديَحياتيَفصَ يَ َالفيديوَهذا

َاقتلاعَوأخيرا ََ،تجريدوالَ,الاضطهادوََالمضايقة،َوَ,9176سنةَ

لاجئَيهودىَمن128888َََ:أكبرَمجتمعَجزءَالقديم،َالمجتمعَهذا

مَ ,َإلىَاليمنَالمغربمنََ,البلادَالعربية َأبنائ ه  داد  َ.بخلافَت ع   

 

English translation: 

 

Growing up under Pharaoh [Arabic version]  

              

Dr Maurice M. Mizrahi 

B"H 

 

Peace upon all of you, and God's mercy and His blessings. 

http://forvo.com/word/%D8%B5%D9%90%D8%B1%D9%8E%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%8C_%D9%85%D9%8F%D8%B3%D9%92%D8%AA%D9%8E%D9%82%D9%90%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%8C/#fa
http://library.islamweb.net/newlibrary/display_book.php?idfrom=685&idto=685&bk_no=51&ID=678#docu
http://library.islamweb.net/newlibrary/display_book.php?idfrom=685&idto=685&bk_no=51&ID=678#docu
http://library.islamweb.net/newlibrary/display_book.php?idfrom=685&idto=685&bk_no=51&ID=678#docu
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My name is Maurice Mizrahi.  I am a Jew, born and raised in Cairo, Egypt, 

in 1949.  I lived in Egypt until I was forced out in November 1967, at age 

18, after the Six-Day War.  I am making this video because I want you to 

know about the evil that was done to the Jews from Arab countries.  My 

goal is to reduce the chances that ill-intentioned people might one day 

claim that this evil never happened, just like they are doing now with the 

Holocaust.  Well, it did happen, and you have at least one oral testimony, 

here, on video. 

 

A Jewish community has existed in Egypt since time immemorial.  

Alexandria had a large community 2500 years ago, and it flourished for 

hundreds of years.  Maimonides [Musa ebn Maimun] lived and worked in 

Cairo more than 8 centuries ago.  The Cairo Genizah, that treasure trove of 

Judaica material discovered in the 19th century in the Ben Ezra synagogue 

in Old Cairo (Fostat), attested to a long unbroken Jewish presence in 

Egypt.   

 

There were good times and bad times.  For example, in 1524 the Governor 

of Egypt, Ahmed Pasha, was going to exterminate all the Jews of Cairo 

unless an impossible sum of money were paid to him.  But he was also 

plotting against Emperor Suleiman of the Ottoman Empire.  On the 

deadline he set for the Jews, he was assassinated by troops loyal to the 

Emperor, and, thank God, the Jews were saved. 

 

Beginning in the middle of the 19th century, more Jews were invited to 

Egypt by Mohammed Ali and his successors, the leaders appointed by the 

Ottoman Empire.  The Jews came and helped usher in an economic  

miracle. They produced ministers, intellectuals, merchants, physicians, 

nationalists, bankers, industrialists, builders.  All large department stores in 

Egypt but one were founded and owned by Jews.  The community was 
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diverse.  There were poor Jews, middle-class Jews, rich Jews, almost in 

equal numbers.  We were in the middle.  My father had a small clothing 

store in downtown Cairo, named "Mizrahi" (now "Irma"), employing two 

people, not far from our apartment. 

 

Most Jews were denied Egyptian citizenship, even if born in the country.  

They were "stateless" -- they had no nationality, and therefore no protection 

from any entity.  Some were able to claim a European citizenship through 

their descendance. 

 

The Jews of Egypt were close to 100,000 strong in 1948, when Israel was 

created and Egypt promptly sent its Army to destroy it.  Then the noose 

began to tighten around their collective neck.  Only 10,000 remained after 

the 1956 Suez war.  Only 2,000 remained at the time if the Six-Day War in 

1967, including myself.  I left in early November 1967, one of the last Jews 

to leave Egypt.  Today only a few elderly women remain, married to non-

Jews. 

 

How did the noose tighten?  The larger businesses were seized and 

controlled by a government agent, with the owner becoming an employee 

paid a small salary.  Import and export licenses were revoked, including my 

father’s, which seriously affected his business.  Government employees 

were fired.  Many places were closed to Jews.  They could not find jobs.  

They were blacklisted.  Bribes and protection money were demanded.  

Bank accounts were frozen.  Surveillance was tight and none-too-subtle.  

Fear was pervasive.  Foreign travel was banned, unless it was one-way 

only: Out!  Hundreds were arbitrarily arrested, detained, tortured, 

humiliated, expropriated, and expelled, forced to sign papers saying they 

were "voluntarily" relinquishing all their assets and would never come back 

to Egypt.  There were occasional riots, killings, bombings and arson in the 

Jewish Quarter.  There was no accountability:  The Jews were mostly 
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stateless, so they had no protection, remember?  They had no one to 

speak for them. 

 

Some people have pointed out to me that many foreigners and even some 

Egyptians received similar treatments.  That is correct.  But, as Elie Wiesel 

said in a different context, 'Not all victims were Jews, but all Jews were 

victims'. 

 

In all, there were 850,000 Jewish refugees from Arab countries, from 

Morocco to Yemen, not counting their descendants.  Ancient communities 

uprooted one after the other -- almost a million souls.  So why doesn't the 

world know about us?   

 

Thr answer: Because when all these things were happening to us, the 

news media were not there to splash our misery all over the evening news 

and the front pages.  The United Nations was not passing resolutions 

highlighting our plight.  After all, we were just Jews, and that's what Jews 

do, right?  Roam the world as eternal wanderers, starting over from scratch 

in foreign lands again and again, sometimes two or three times in a single 

lifetime.  And I do mean "scratch", as in "zero", as in "zip".  Since I left 

Egypt, I earned every penny I spent. 

 

Also, Israel and the Jewish communities throughout the world did not let us 

rot in refugee camps and become a burden on society, teaching us hatred, 

keeping us at subsistence levels, denying us work and citizenship, inciting 

us to commit terrorist acts, and using us as political pawns, as the Arabs 

did with their Palestinian brethren.  They welcomed us with open arms.  

They gave us rights and citizenship.  They allowed us to have a dignified 

fresh start.  Two-thirds of us went to Israel, and one third in the Diaspora. 
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The hardest part of growing up in Egypt was seeing all my friends and 

entire huge extended family disappear around me one by one, year after 

year.  I started this continuous quiet mourning process when my first 

girlfriend had to leave Egypt.  We were all of seven years old.  In the end, 

only my parents and I remained.  My father was one of those Jews who 

say, "This is my home, this is where I was born, and this is where I will die.  

Let's trust that things will improve.".  Sometimes this is the right attitude to 

have, and sometimes it is the wrong attitude.  It’s not always clear ahead of 

time.  My father died in Egypt in 1973. 

 

The second-hardest part was the constant barrage of propaganda that 

insinuated itself into the school curriculum.  It masqueraded as "Arabic 

literature" or "government", or "civic instruction".  That's when I was forced 

to memorize passages in Arabic filled with anti-Western and anti-Israel 

diatribes, sometimes crossing the line into antisemitism.  I had to recite 

them in class.  I still have recurrent nightmares about those experiences.  

For example, one of the many "poems" I was forced to recite talked about 

how beautiful Palestine will soon become a homeland for the Arabs and a 

mass graveyard for the Zionists: 

"We will turn her land into a homeland for us and a burial ground for you". 

I never heard any talk of peace or accommodation with the Jews.  Then as 

now, the airwaves and the press were filled with venom.   

 

When the Six-Day War came in June 1967, all Jewish males ages 18 to 60 

were jailed.  They faced sadistic torture and humiliation under appalling 

conditions, as later documented by survivors.  My family was spared that 

because I was a few months shy of my 18th birthday, my father was over 

60, and the rest of my large extended family had already left years before.   
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I had to endure four months of roadblocks and uncertainty before I was 

allowed to leave.  Why?  If they didn't want us, why didn't they just let us 

go?  It went without saying that they would steal everything we owned, so 

why didn't they hurry up so they could steal it faster?  I don't know.  Maybe 

they believed we had hidden treasures.  From Pharaoh, to the defunct 

Soviet Union, to the present day, our tormentors said "Yes, we hate the 

Jews, but we won't let them go.  We prefer to enslave them, exploit them, 

hold them hostage." 

 

Finally, on October 28th, 1967, I got my exit visa.  Pharaoh decided to let 

*this* Jew go.  It gave me two weeks to leave.  On both sides of the exit 

visa stamp, there was a red "Y" in Arabic between quotation marks, added 

by hand in red ink.  It stood for Yahudi -- Jew.  A signal to those who would  

later check this visa to harass me as much as possible, which they did. 

 

It's only now that Jews from Arab countries are beginning to speak out 

about their experiences.  Before, the wounds were too fresh, the fear of 

speaking out was still there, and we were too busy learning to survive and 

build a future in our new environments.  And we couldn’t speak our new 

language well enough!  Also, as we age, we feel the need to record our 

history for posterity.  And, as the news media choose to strongly highlight 

the Palestinian side, we feel the need to present the other side of that same 

coin.   

 

I find it mind-boggling that, in spite of the peace treaty with Israel, in spite of 

close relations with the US, in spite of the tens of billions in US aid, Egypt is 

still trying to pilfer what little is left of the Egyptian Jewish heritage.   
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-I am not talking about the fact that Egypt still has not made any restitution 

to its Jews for billions of dollars in confiscated assets, as the free world has 

done with other persecuted Jewish communities.  

 

-I am not talking about the fact that we were forced to leave with only the 

shirts on our backs.   

 

-I am not talking about the fact that Egypt still has not apologized for its 

past evil treatment of Jews, as the free world has done with other 

persecuted Jewish communities.   

 

-I am not talking about the fact that Egypt still has not recognized, in its 

official history books, the great contribution Jews have made to their 

country of birth, as the free world has done with other persecuted Jewish 

communities.   

 

-I am talking about Egypt refusing to return simple items that tell us our 

story:  Torah scrolls, prayerbooks, libraries, Judaica artifacts, even copies 

of the plain rabbinical archives that tell who we are and who our ancestors 

were! 

 

I bear no animosity towards those who were not personally involved in 

doing this to us.  If we Jews wasted time hating collectively all the groups 

that have wronged us in the past, we wouldn't be doing anything else.  We 

would never have been able to contribute to human progress as we have.  

It's well known that hatred destroys the haters first.  We Jews roll with the 

punches and move on.   
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I went to school with Christian and Muslims Arabs.  I still talk to them, and 

have been for years, since the Internet came of age.  As long as we stay 

away from politics or religion, relations are very cordial and we treasure the 

memories of being schoolboys together in difficult times.  At the personal 

level, relations are always good.  That's the way it is in the Middle East.  

People are friendly, hospitable, and in private they'll tell you what you want 

to hear.  In public, however, they will either say nothing or go with the flow, 

usually out of fear.  So you can never be sure what they are REALLY 

thinking.   

 

Let me end on a positive note.  The Lord indeed works in mysterious ways.  

I am a lot happier living in the United States than I could ever have been in 

Egypt, even under the best of circumstances.  As it says in the Book of 

Psalms, in Hebrew: 

 

Hinne!  Lo yanum v'lo yishan shomer Yisrael. 

Behold!  The Guardian of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps. [Ps. 121:4] 

 

And finally: 

 

And God invites to the Home of Peace, and guides whom He wills to a 

straight path.  [Qur'an] 

 

=============== 

This video describes my life as a Jew in Egypt, from 1949 to 1967, and the 

harassment, persecution, dispossession, and finally uprooting of this 

ancient community, along with 850,000 other Jews living in Arab countries, 

without counting their descendants. 


